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Dr. David W. Graves is a general superintendent in the Church of the Nazarene.

Dr. Graves was chosen for the highest elected office in the denomination at the 27th

General Assembly held in Orlando, Florida, USA, in 2009. At the time of his election,

Dr. Graves was the senior pastor of College Church of the Nazarene in Olathe,

Kansas, where he had served since 2006.

Prior to College Church, he served as director of Sunday School Ministries for the

Church of the Nazarene International Headquarters from 2001 to 2006. He has had

pastoral assignments in Kansas, Ohio, Tennessee, Oklahoma, and North Carolina.

Graves is a graduate of Olivet Nazarene University and received his Master of

Divinity degree from Nazarene Theological Seminary. He received an honorary

Doctor of Divinity from Olivet. He is the author of three books and has written for

numerous publications.

Dr. Graves and his wife, Sharon, have four married children, Michael, John, Stephen,

and Rachel, and 12 beautiful grandchildren.

Jurisdictional General Superintendent

Dr. David W. Graves
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District Superintendent

Dr. Timothy W. Crump

On July 26, 2016, at the 68th District Assembly, Dr. Timothy W. Crump was elected

as the eighth District Superintendent of the Southwest Indiana District Church of

the Nazarene.  Pastor Tim received his Bachelors in Theology (1982) and a Masters of

Arts in Religion (1985) from Olivet Nazarene University and has done additional

upper-graduate work at Nazarene Theological Seminary. On May 9, 2020, he was

conferred the Doctor of Divinity degree by Olivet Nazarene University.

Tim has pastored for 31 years. In September 2012 he accepted the call to be Lead

Pastor at Salem First Church of the Nazarene, Salem, Oregon. Prior to his arrival in

Salem, Tim led churches in Braidwood, Illinois, Okmulgee, Oklahoma, Lombard,

Illinois, Kalamazoo, Michigan, and Decatur, Illinois.  

His wife, Cindy, is a certified schoolteacher with a degree from Olivet in Elementary

Education, and they are the proud parents of two adult children, Melanie Kwast

(Jason) and Matthew Crump (Danielle), and three grandchildren. 
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District Leaders

DR. TIMOTHY CRUMP

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

REV. PATRICK SHAY
DISTRICT SECRETARY

REV. MATT GARGIULO
DISTRICT OPERATIONS &
TECHNOLOGY ADMINISTRATOR

GARY RITTER
DISTRICT TREASURER

REV. MARK THOMPSON

NYI PRESIDENT

CHRISTY (BOES) EUBANKS

NMI PRESIDENT

DR. JAMES HICKS

SDMI CHAIRMAN
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Mission Area Directors

BEDFORD

MISSION AREA

Rev. Joel Parsons

BLOOMINGTON

MISSION AREA

Rev. Ben Muncie

EVANSVILLE

MISSION AREA

Rev. Jonathan Scott

NEW ALBANY

MISSION AREA

Dr. Todd Stepp

OAKLAND CITY

MISSION AREA

Rev. Steve Beck

SEYMOUR

MISSION AREA

Rev. Tim Lichtley

TERRE HAUTE

MISSION AREA

Rev. Mark Roberts

VINCENNES

MISSION AREA

Rev. Todd Gotshall
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District Advisory Board

CHAIRPERSON

Dr. Timothy Crump
SECRETARY

Rev. Jane Muncie
ORDAINED ASSIGNED

MINISTER

Rev. Ken Bushey

ORDAINED ASSIGNED

MINISTER

Rev. Andrew Johnson

ORDAINED ASSIGNED

MINISTER

Rev. Darin Nossett

LAY PERSON

Phillip (P.J.) Doerner

LAY PERSON

Doug Jones
LAY PERSON

Tim Scott
LAY PERSON

Bruce Marshall
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Our Purpose

SOUTHWEST INDIANA DISTRICT 
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Revitalize

Equip

Multiply

YOUR DISTRICT TEAM IS NOW WORKING REMOTELY

Dr. Timothy Crump -  322 Cedar View Lane, Bedford, IN 47421  -  TCRUMP@SWIDNAZARENE.ORG

Rev. Matt Gargiulo -  3894 W. Ribbon Lane, Bloomington, IN 47404  -  SWIDOFFICE@SWIDNAZARENE.ORG

Gary Ritter  -  1880 Guthrie Road, Bedford, IN 47421 -  SWIDTREASURER@SWIDNAZARENE.ORG
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D i str ict  Totals

Southwest Indiana District Church of the Nazarene

* Includes $26,669 paid by District Funds to bring us to 100% payment for Olivet.

*
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Chuck Wagon Cowboy
Church of the Nazarene

Tom Redden, Lay Minister

(Start Date: 2019)

788 Maple Leaf Rd.

Bedford, IN 47421
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Mitchell
Church of the Nazarene

We celebrate what the Lord has done in the life of our church this past
year! We opened some new doors to ministry and had the blessing of
seeing new lives come to Christ. We celebrate God bringing one of our
mothers from near death, back to life after several weeks in the hospital.
She can now testify to God’s saving grace in her life, and we celebrated
her baptism. Two others gave their hearts to Christ and were baptized
this year as well. We began a new believers bible study as a result.

In the fall, we partnered with the Hope Resource Center, a pregnancy
care center in Bedford, to become a satellite location for parenting
classes, and a pantry site for baby supplies such as diapers, wipes and
blankets that are used as part of the parenting classes as well as
emergency assistance. This expanded the services provided by the
center by creating a second location that increased access to
surrounding communities. Several parents have graduated from the 10-
week program, and many families have received supplies to care for
their babies through this ministry.

At Christmas, we distributed 20 boxes of food for families in the
community. Our sewing ladies also continue to support the local foster
care support group by providing blankets, quilts, and pillows for foster
children. We continue to rejoice in the ways that God gives us to reach
our community. 

We look forward to what God will continue to do through us in the
coming year!

Revs. Joel & Karolyn Parsons

(Start Date: 8/15)

PO Box 218 (301 W. Grissom Ave.)

Mitchell, IN 47446
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Orleans
Church of the Nazarene

It is my pleasure to present our fifteenth report for the Orleans Church to the Southwest Indiana District Assembly.
This has been a successful year for the Orleans Church in that we have had our greatest financial year to date. God
continues to bless the Orleans Church in so many ways. Our food pantry ministry successfully supplied food for six
families before this pandemic and three more families during the pandemic. We were able to see three individuals
come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. One of those was a remarkable story in itself. I was asked by a family
member if I would visit a gentleman who was facing some very critical illnesses and was not receptive to have a
minister visit. My response was that if he would allow me I would be more than happy to visit him. I prayed to the
Lord that He would tender the heart of this gentleman. Two weeks after the request I received a call from the
nephew of this gentleman and said I could come visit. Myself and the nephew went and visited with him for about
two hours. I asked him many question to find out what his likes and great dislikes were. As it turned out we had
many things in common and God had given me the scripture that says in John 14:13 "whatever we as in His name
He will do...." We asked God to tender this mans heart and that's what he did! After a lot of conversation he opened
up and said he wasn't familiar with God's word and the door was open. He did not accept the Lord at that visit but
did invite me to come again. His illnesses became worse and he was admitted in a hospital. I visited him
immediately and again shared God's word concerning the promise of the future but still no acceptance. I felt God's
power each time and discerning His promise that whatever we ask He would provide. I did tell this gentleman that all
he needed to do was call upon God's name and He would save him. He was released to the nursing home for rehab
and I was there, and he said " preacher last night something strange happened I can't describe fully but I felt the
presence of it must have been God and He said I need you and I said I want you too!" He said I can't explain how
different I feel even though I'm not healed of my illnesses I feel great. I explained that was the answer to God's
promise to provide a eternal home for the righteous and you now are part of the family of God! God's timing is
remarkable, this gentleman passed away only 2 weeks later and now has an eternal healing. What a remarkable
God we serve and the Orleans Church is so blessed to be a part of the call to " go into all the world and make
disciples of all men teaching them to observe all things I have commanded." Matthew 28:19,20. It is my privilege to
lead to people of the Orleans Church and serve the God of creation.

Rev. Gerald & Sherry Richardson

(Start Date: 11/04)

263 N. Roosevelt

Orleans, IN 47452
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Restoration
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Ken & Jennifer Bushey

(Start Date: 7/07)

504 19th St.

Bedford, IN 47421
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I give God praise for the great people of Restoration Church and the exceptional leaders
with missional hearts who have taken on new and unexpected challenges this year. A few
highlights have included serving with two summer youth interns, Katie Suits and Seth
Jones, and granting Seth his first local preacher’s license in August. To better engage our
college students with Christ and his church we instituted an Adopt-A-College-Student
program offering regular care packages through the year and heavily subsidized a trip for
ten students to Atlanta for the Passion Conference over the New Year. We have seen
record numbers in our midweek student ministries and kids’ programs and are grateful for
a dedicated team of volunteers who show Christ’s love to many each week. We have been
able to serve our community in a variety of ways including another successful year of All
Pro Dads in our neighboring elementary school and raising $10,000 to bless our local
Men’s Warming Shelter.

The last few months have been the push we have needed to engage the church better
through social media and begin offering weekly services online. We have seen multiple
previously unchurched people begin to engage regularly through this new medium. With a
grant from Center for Congregations we are excited to be able to continue this ministry
and improve its quality.

I have been so proud of Pastor Mark Thompson, Pam Ritter and Tricia Tackett and their
staff of volunteers who have upped their game to intentionally engage teens, children and
their families while social distancing. Our childcare has been fortunate to stay open
through the pandemic and has even reached additional families because of a temporary
partnership to provide care for employees of IU Health. We are excited to see what is
next.

May God increase our reach into our community and the world with the life changing story
of redemption and restoration.

Rev. Ken Bushey

Restoration Church of the Nazarene

2019-2020 Report
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Since I have been in Salem, I’ve known this family attending the church and appreciated their friendship,
support and love of God and this church. I’ve watched the children grow up in the church and how much
they love me and I love them they were always very faithful and had a good moral standing in the
community, but all that quickly changed in the maddening teen years when brother and sister began
experimenting with drugs. Unfortunately as time passed this problem grew to the point that the children
ended up in jail. The parents of these children never gave up, and through prayer and encouragement of
the body of the church both of these children are back in the church testifying of how Christ has delivered
them from drugs and trusting God for their salvation and continued sobriety.

Salem Church of the Nazarene rejoices in Christ for their deliverance and witness to what miracles Christ
can do for anyone.

Salem
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Ricky & Connie Main

(Start Date: 8/84)

402 N. Harrison St.

Salem, IN 47167
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It is my privilege to submit my first pastoral report from the Shoals Church of
the Nazarene. It is amazing to see how the Lord is moving and working at
the Shoals Church. He is pushing us to be generous givers. 

We started “The Least of These Ministries” in September of 2019. Since then,
we have had the privilege of giving over 200 personal hygiene items and
school supplies to the Shoals Community Schools during the beginning of the
school year. We also gave over 100 gloves, scarves and hats to the schools in
December. The Shoals Church fed 75 at a community Thanksgiving dinner and
had over 100 attend our trunk-or-treat community event. 

In February, we donated over 200 food and supply items to the Shoals Senior
Center, that feeds shut-ins and others that are physically unable to cook for
themselves.  We had the privilege to give toward  The Way Ministry in Bicknell
and we also gave to support our local evangelists during this COVID19
pandemic. We have also given financially to those with various needs in our
community.

It is amazing to see how the Lord is blessing us as we bless others. My
Grandma used to say, “You can’t out give God!” We know we can’t, but we are
having fun trying! We are looking forward to continuing this ministry in the next
church year. 

Matthew 25:40 The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

Shoals
Church of the Nazarene

Heather Ritter, Lay Minister

(Start Date: 2019)

PO Box 604 (723 High St.)

Shoals, IN 47581
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It is my joyful privilege to submit to you my 59th report
to this district and my 14th report for the Springs Valley
Church.  Little did I realize when I retired back in 2005
from the active pastorate at the Jasper Church that 15
years later I would be reporting as the pastor of the
Springs Valley Church.  But that is the case!

The Springs Valley Church is a kind and gracious group
of believers who are genuinely interested in building the
Kingdom of God and doing His will.  They fast, pray,
attend, give, and support various ways all of the
activities of the church.  Perhaps the most involved way
has been their faithfulness in prayer.  We have stressed
prayer in every service and they have responded
enthusiastically.  The Springs Valley community and the
whole world are important to us, so we feel the need to
pray for all.

It is our desire to be faithful to the local, district, and
general levels of our church work.

Rev. Darrell Wineinger

Springs Valley
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Darrell & Barbara Wineinger

(Start Date: 4/07)

763 S. Bears Bend Rd.

French Lick, IN 47432
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Turning Point
Church of the Nazarene

Adam was literally on his way to the department store to purchase the rope that was going to use to hang
himself with. For some reason he decided to stop by the school where I was working to ask me a
question. He started to ask and then said, “ah nevermind”. Suddenly he asked what it really meant to be
saved. Our conversation was moved into the teacher's lunchroom where I asked him if he was ready to
become a Christian and ask God to forgive him of his sins. Initially Adam said, yes but he would wait until
Sunday at church. I felt a strong urgency to suggest to him we could pray right then and there and there
was no need to wait until Sunday. Adam agreed and together in that room he poured his heart out to God.

Fast forward to the last Sunday in May, when we concluded our service with the baptism of not only
Adam, but Amy, his wife and their two sons who had all recently accepted Jesus!

Despite all the interruptions and struggles of the pandemic shutdown, God was still at work with the
Turning Point Church and we look forward to 20-21 with a new passion for our community!

Praise be to God!

Respectfully submitted;

Rev. R. Duane Brown

Rev. Duane & Beth Brown

(Start Date: 11/11)

PO Box 1232

Bedford, IN 47421
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Valley Mission
Church of the Nazarene

Revs. John & Melony Paulus

(Start Date: 11/19)

110 HillcrestWay

Bedford, IN 47421
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We were live at the same time and place as always, in our gathering place, the church.  
We produced DVDs of worship for our seniors who did do not have internet.  
We offered an evening drive-in service for the vulnerable in our congregation.
We offered a Wednesday devotional through our Facebook page and our website.
We added a Youtube channel accessible from our webpage. 
We encouraged board contact to our entire congregation. 
We sent out weekly letters to keep communication open and everyone on the same page.
Our church children sent crafts to our seniors in the hopes of offering encouragement and love during
a stressful time.

We stream lined our morning worship by offering in-person, live stream and drive-in service at our
10:00 am start time.
We moved our Wednesday online devotional to an outdoor pavilion at the church and opened it to in-
person fellowship and music.

Greetings co-laborers in Christ,

Our first official Sunday at Valley Mission was November 3, 2019.  We started at a fast pace and enjoyed
early momentum.  We were able to quickly add to our attendance, saw increases in giving, updated our
membership list, modernized our office technology and added some important ministry infrastructure that
would help us attain long term ministry goals.

And then….just like all of you we faced one of the most unique challenges we have ever seen in the
church, a global pandemic.  When we arrived we were doing life as a church like many of you.  We offered
Sunday morning worship and livestream on Facebook.  We offered Sunday evening Life Groups and
Wednesday evening Bible study.  Children’s programs were doing well and we had just begun to restart
our youth program with 8 teens attending.  And then….

What do you do when the systems and plans are no longer allowed to continue?  What will happen if there
are no actual people inside the church building?  How will you spread the gospel to as many as we can,
as often as we can?  Will people continue to give, and is it even right to ask them to be faithful with such
uncertainty in the world?  Will we be able to pay our monthly mortgage? All of the questions racing
through our minds with very little answers can often lead to making decisions based on fear.  Early in the
process we took steps to apply for payment protection as well as only paying interest on our loan.  We
soon abandoned those options as we took the posture of responding instead of retreating.

Our continuing COVID-19 ministry may not be for everyone, but it is for us.  We started out with the belief
that if our people would gather together in the future, the example must be set in the present.  Our
approach was to minister to all of the people regardless of their personal opinions or fears. 

As time passed, we revised our plan to encourage a slow return to the church building:

Each step was a process and inside of guidelines in order to slowly but surely welcome our people back.

The results have been as good as could be expected under the circumstances.  Our finances have been
remarkable.  We have added a new couple and have even added a regular attendee from another state
who tithes and watches via Facebook. 

Are we where we want to be?  No!  However, we are slowly, safely, and confidently moving forward and
believe God has great days ahead!

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. John Paulus and Rev. Melony Paulus

Valley Mission Church of the Nazarene
SWID Pastors Written Report

2019-2020
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We baptized 3 people
Restored stability financially
We watched as a young lady who is in our youth group, dove into a deeper relationship with God.
She went to the Lock-In, to SWID Teen Camp, and to NYC. With God, she chose to be one of the
three that were baptized this year.
We chose to support “Backpack Buddies”. Which is a local mission in our community that provides
food for kids.
We also gave a financial contribution to a local elementary school.

In Acts chapter 27, Paul is on a ship that is being wrecked. He and his crew have been battling storms
for a long time. They are about to lose everything, but then Paul speaks to his crew and challenges
them to take courage. Verses 23-25 say this: "Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and
whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before
Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’  So keep up your
courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me."

Paul has an attitude of hope, of courage, and of faith. With the same attitude as Paul, Eastview Church
of the Nazarene has experienced the following:

We hopefully anticipate what God is wanting to continue “Make Happen”. We stand with courage, faith,
and hope. We continue to trust God and follow what or where he wants to lead us. As always, we
remain confident that God is able, if we are willing.

Bloomington Eastview
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Josh & Jennifer Caplinger

(Start Date: 9/18)

4545 E. Lampkin's Ridge Rd.

Bloomington, IN 47401
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Bloomington First
Church of the Nazarene

When the Pandemic outbreak hit and we were forced to close our church, I knew I had to establish a
way to minister to all of our congregation and not just a portion of them. Part of our congregation is
older and do not have access to the internet, etc. 

I decided that we would, like other churches, have our services on Zoom. This proved to be a great tool
for members and friends to visually connect with others in our congregation. It was a time of
interaction, singing at times, prayer requests, and a sermon. 

Then there were those in our church who were not able to connect on Zoom. Therefore, I decided I
would write out a different sermon every week for them and include a prayer and a song. These ended
up being 4-5 pages weekly. Some of these weekly sermons were sent out by email and others by snail
mail.

I found out later that some of our members were forwarding these to others within their family or to
friends. Others were using it as a devotional for their immediate families. Our biggest surprise came
when a large nursing home requested they be given to all their residents.

What started out as a way of a simple connection became a way of discipleship with new people and
families within our community. To God be the glory – He is continuing to do great things within our
congregation.

Dr. James & Marilyn Hicks

(Start Date: 5/88)

700 W. Howe St.

Bloomington, IN 47403
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Freedom
Church of the Nazarene

This is my 4th report as the pastor of the Freedom church. It has been a good time of seeing God work
in the life of His church. God has blessed us in so many ways this past year. He has been faithful to us
and we have found him true.

We have seen God’s power and glory abound in the form of finances and we are planning on breaking
ground for a new fellowship building for dinners and the youth in our community.

Our time with our church family has been fruitful and exciting as well. We have seen people become
committed to God and the church. We helped with the backpack buddy system in our local schools,
and have a blessing box outside our church.

We know that in the year to come God will continue to bless our efforts as we continue to be faithful to
His leading.

Respectfully submitted,

Pastor Chris

Rev. Chris & Zoe Breeden

(Start Date: 4/17)

PO Box 129 (5505 Jefferson St.)

Freedom, IN 47431
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Something enabling Jordan Village Church to make Christlike
disciples is the basecamp we have for missional outreach. Our
goal is to pay all its budgets in full, but especially the WEF (World
Evangelism Fund).  Funding the mission includes educating
followers of Christ, so that leadership is informed and not
indoctrinated. Support for our seminaries (APNTS and NTS) and
Olivet Nazarene University are ways that basecamp churches like
Jordan Village fund the mission for making Christlike disciples.
Funding the mission also includes Compassionate Ministries at the
local level. The Church’s Blessing Box shows the Villagers that we
follow Christ’s example in feeding the poor.

A creative way that Jordan Village Church ministered amidst the
pandemic is through utilizing one of our blessings: a large church
yard. We began meeting outside in late May, weather permitting.
Most of our people are older, so this was something that mitigated
risks because we were able to practice social distancing. Younger
people appreciated this as well, enjoying God’s beautiful creation
in a learning environment.

We respectfully submit that goals achieved by the small church
are done by the empowerment of Christ Himself, and for this we
are grateful.

Jordan
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Larry & Alba Latham

(Start Date: 9/95)

Mail: 5059 E SR 42, Center Point, IN 47840

Location: 7430 North St., Poland, IN 47868
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Spencer First
Church of the Nazarene

Dr. Graves, Dr. Crump, members and friends of this assembly,

My heart is full to report the work of God through his people at Spencer. The missional highlight this year
is the “Yes” response of 45 children and 2 adults as we proclaimed the gospel and taught the word of
God.  We have rarely experienced so great a harvest and a hunger for knowing the Lord of the scriptures.
Weekday Religious Education is catching on in other counties and states as well. My wife, Kim, was an
excellent teacher this year with her magnetic storytelling, creative illustration and clear application. I was
blessed to assist with several of our fervent laypersons.
 
I thank God for two men who welcomed the message preached and later called me to help them pray.
Tracy received Christ in the church hallway and was later baptized. Gene called after our Easter Sunday
Facebook service. Moved by the Holy Spirit, he came to the church in tears and found victory at the altar.
My soul was soaring after having been despondent over pandemic issues!

Finally, I delight in the spiritual growth of Katie, a woman who returned to the Lord last year after a long
stint of waywardness. She is passionate to serve Christ. She organized and gave oversight to an exciting
Open Gym outreach mostly to middle schoolers. During the winter, Katie and her mother, supported by
several loving laypersons made Wednesday nights great fun and shared God’s word with non-churched
youth! We anticipate harvest.

God continues to move through missional hearts!

Blessed to serve Him,
 
Rev. Gary A. Davey

Rev. Gary & Kim Davey

(Start Date: 8/16)

PO Box 335 (126 E. Market St.)

Spencer, IN 47460
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Stinesville
Church of the Nazarene

As with many churches, our biggest challenge and most rewarding time came at the end of our church
year when we were asked to suspend our church services to keep the virus from spreading. We had been
talking about providing Bible instruction online for people who cannot or will not attend church, and when
our in-person services were suspended we were forced to do what we had wanted to do.

Starting with a $20 yard sale video camera, we learned how to record, edit, and upload Bible studies and
sermons. When Center for Congregations offered the Technology grant, we were grateful to receive
money to buy much better equipment and improve the quality of our presentation of God’s Word.

We have heard many stories about people watching online who do not attend church: Community
members who had been too self-conscious to come, children of church attenders who moved away and
never found their own church home, a friend of a friend who shared the video, people who came
previously but stopped coming. We have seen how important it is to take the tools that people are already
using every day and use those tools to share the hope of Christ.

Rev. Ben & Carissa Muncie

(Start Date: 3/14)

PO Box 88 (7635 W Main St)

Stinesville, IN 47464
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Zion Community
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Doug & Morgan Lane

(Start Date: 1/18)

6287 W. Ratliff Rd.

Bloomington, IN 47404
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God has moved in the lives of our people as we saw 3 salvations connected to our church, had
4 baptisms, and welcomed 5 new members!

We reemphasized our partnership with 3 local ministries; a food pantry, a crisis pregnancy
center, and an anti-human trafficking organization.

We partnered with our brothers and sisters from Stinesville Nazarene for a work day at Sojourn
House, a new transitional living facility for women who have been trafficked.

Two of our young adults traveled to Ecuador for a 40 day Mission Training Experience, and we
sent teenagers to SWID Teen Camp and NYC!

Through the incredible generosity of our congregation, we paid all of our budgets in full! 

What a great year it has been for Zion Community Church of the Nazarene!  We are a church on a
mission to LOVE GOD and LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR, and we accomplish this mission by Growing,
Playing, and Serving Together!

I am so thankful to report once again, that God has been faithful to Zion Community Church of the
Nazarene!  The work He is doing in our people, church, and community is worthy of our
praise! Here is a look at just a few of the many things God has done through His people:

 
I am so proud to serve alongside such a wonderful group of people at Zion Community Church of
the Nazarene.  I look forward to the days ahead as we continue to seek creative ways to Love our
God and Love our Neighbor!
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Over twenty years of ministry for the Boonville Church of the Nazarene, we have seen many ups and downs that
have challenged us to be creative in how we reach out to our community. Over the last year, especially the last
few months, we have been faced with circumstances that have forced us to think in different ways. While under
the lockdowns and quarantines, our church has accepted the challenge to change the way we look at things and
do things. We began were putting our sermons on Facebook to reach those who had friended our church page.
As I looked at those who had watched and commented, I saw names of people who had previously attended and
some names that I hadn't seen in years. In discussing this with one of our board members, I found out that he
was taking these videos and transmitting them on Twitter which extended our ministry further than we could have
imagined. In the process, we ventured into parking lot preaching. We had 6-8 cars every week, but even had
people pass by that were able to hear the gospel. One Sunday, I looked to my left and saw a neighbor of the
church sitting in his camp chair listening to the sermon and then I looked to the right and saw two of the neighbor
kids sitting on the ground enjoying the music. We may be going through a time of transition for the church, but I
feel that we will be stronger for it. I know the Boonville Church of the Nazarene will be. We still serve a God who
is greater than anything that we face. To God be the glory, great things He is still doing.

Boonville
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Paul & Shirley Gates

(Start Date: 6/00)

319 S. 4th St.

Boonville, IN 47601

32



Chandler
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Michael & Teresa Bell

(Start Date: 6/15)

PO Box 55 (204 N. Fourth St.)

Chandler, IN 47610
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All our budgets are paid in full as well as, paying and
additional $ 16,822.00 toward the principal of the Church
mortgage.

We have overcome many obstacles and changes and are
now, live steaming our services, as well as gathering
together inside the Church.

We are still ministering to those recovering from addiction
through Celebrate Recovery, and Churches Embracing
Offenders.

We have seen souls saved, lives transformed, babies
Dedicated, and people Baptized.

THANK YOU SO MUCH, for all those who came to help on
the District work day, for the New Roof, and the Heating
and A/C that was installed this year.

They are meeting regularly to pray and are continuing to
move forward in spite of obstacles.

They are dedicating babies, seeing souls baptized, and
average 22 regular members / participants.

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,

The Lord has accomplished much in His Church! 

From Evansville Faith Church:

From the Evansville First Haitian Church:

"This Is Your Move God!"  

We Praise and Glorify Him for ALL HE HAS DONE!

Rev. Cathy West

Evansville Faith
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Cathy & Michael West

(Start Date: 7/10)

519 E. Olmstead Ave.

Evansville, IN 47714
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Evansville Grace
Church of the Nazarene

There have certainly been many challenges this past year, not the least of which is trying to be the church
during the pandemic. Thankfully, there were some technological tools that helped us during this time.

We had just implemented online giving right before the pandemic hit. With this tool in place, our giving actually
increased over the past six months.

We had made a plan for livestreaming our services and were waiting on a camera that was on back order when
we were instructed to stop meeting in person for worship. We put the plan in motion and used an iphone until
our camera came in. Our associate pastor, Andrew DeKemper, certainly fulfilled the “other duties as needed”
portion of his job description in making this happen. We have been able to share the gospel with those church
members who were staying at home and also with people across the country.

For Evansville and Community One teamed up to create a website for people who need groceries and supplies,
a meal, financial assistance, prayer, or someone to talk to during the pandemic. Volunteers from churches
throughout Evansville and the surrounding area monitor the website and then prayerfully “adopt” the people
whose needs they can meet. The number of homes whose needs been met just surpassed 1000. Grace Church
has been an active part of this ministry, both delivering groceries and getting the word out about this incredible
ministry.

While it has been a challenge, much good has come during this time, including shaking our church out of its
routine, looking for new ways to love our neighbor and seeing God work in amazing ways.

Rev. Brett & Amy Doninger

(Start Date: 12/10)

5029 Broadway Ave.

Evansville, IN 47712
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Grandview
Church of the Nazarene

Delegates and Friends,

We knew we wanted to come up with something new to reach out to
the community but wasn’t sure what to do. We attended a workshop
in Bedford and heard how a small church just like Grandview came
up with building an outside Community Food Pantry. A few months
went by and we didn’t do anything with the idea. The Lord just kept
putting it on our hearts, so we built the box and placed it on the
church property. The newspaper even placed an article in the local
paper about the Community Food Pantry. It was about taking what
you need and give what you can. The need has been great. You
just never know who is in need in your community. The church
people provide food and people in the community are giving as well
to the pantry. With the virus the last few months, we have seen
even a greater need with kids out of school and parents out of work.
We thank God for His guidance and for allowing us to be a Light in
Grandview.

Pastor Randy Boyer

Rev. Randy & Tammie Boyer

(Start Date: 10/91)

Mail: 

7930 Iceland Rd.,

Maceo, KY 42355

Location: 318 Church St.

Grandview, IN 47615
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Harmony Chapel
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Glen & Lois Sprouls

(Start Date: 11/15)

PO Box 233 (531 E. Steam Mill St.)

New Harmony, IN 47631
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Our church has a food pantry ministry that has helped people beyond our own church.  It has been a
blessing to many during this pandemic. 

We had a woman stop by with three children and a disabled veteran husband. She was so grateful, and
she left with tears in her eyes.

This ministry has touched many!

I feel many of our people have a better understanding of holiness and are closer to God because of it.

God is blessing and using our ministry for his glory.

Pastor Dennis King

Newburgh
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Dennis King

(Start Date: 12/89)

11 W. Gray St.

Newburgh, IN 47630
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Family Focused: On November 24 we held a baptismal service in our church
facility for the first time, thanks to the purchase of our new portable baptistery.

We baptized two kids – both of which have grown up in our church and are
the fruit of a church partnering with families to make disciples of our children.

Community Centered: During the pandemic, we were able to bless 41
essential workers in our community with a $10 gift card and a note of
encouragement. 27 of these workers are connected to our church through our
weekly worship service at Bell Oaks Assisted Living.

Mission Minded: Last July, I challenged our church to actively engage in the
Foster Care Crisis in our area. We partnered with the Isaiah 1:17 Project to
raise 120 Bags of Hope. These bags are given to kids as they leave their
home but before they are placed permanently with a family. At $35 a bag, our
goal was to complete 120 bags in 1 year. We completed it in 6 months!

Newburgh New Life exists to make family focused, community centered, mission
minded followers of Jesus Christ. 

We have witnessed the hand of God at work in each of these missional areas this
past church year.

It is a privilege to be the pastor at Newburgh New Life. We continue to labor to
see many lives transformed in our families, our community, and our world.

Newburgh New Life
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Jonathan & Sara Scott

(Start Date: 8/14)

4188 Wyntree Dr.

Newburgh, IN 47630
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This year marks two years for Northside Community Church. We have seen steady growth over the last
year. God has blessed us with a large number of kids and a large number of young adults. We have
greatly enjoined the opportunity to connect with our community and other churches in the area. One of
the great highlights that we have at Northside we have a great young adult group that meets at my house
each week. This group is made up of 10 to 12 young adults that want to serve the church and become
more involved. I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to minister and invest in these young men and
women.

During this pandemic, we have worked hard to move most of what we do online and over zoom. This has
pushed us to improve many of these aspects. Our website, online services, small groups, and outreach to
make an impact on our people. We are very excited about all the opportunities that have provided us. We
have connected with many new people over the weeks of the pandemic.

Respectfully Submitted

Nate Denning

Northside Community
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Nate & Danielle Denning

(Start Date: 2019)

9501 Erskine Lane

Evansville, IN 47725
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Point Township
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Bryan & Ashley Thompson

(Start Date: 2/20)

12611 Bonebank Rd.

Mount Vernon, IN 47620
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Point Township Church of the Nazarene /
Beyond the Walls (PAC)

2019-2020 Report

Point Township Church of the Nazarene and our PAC, Beyond the Walls Ministry, is
comprised of a group of wonderful believers that love the Lord. Like many other
communities in our nation, there is a desperate need for light. A recently retired trial
court judge in our community is moved to tears every time he and I speak about the
church. He says, “Point Township will never know how much our community has been
affected by what the church has done for our community.” The light of Jesus shines
through this community of believers, we do not go to church - we are the church.

“Feeding Our Future” was born in April 2019. We believe the Holy Spirit exposed a need
in our community. May of 2019 Point Township church called a community meeting and
invited the them to join us as we began offering a free lunch Monday through Friday to
school age kids that depended on “free lunch” offered by the school district. During the
summer of 2019 over 7800 lunches were passed out or delivered. At this time “Feeding
Our Future” is on track to deliver over 13,000 lunches. The church and the community
have joined together and are passing out more than food. We are offering hope that can
only be found in Jesus Christ. To further connect with our community we host a block
party at the Beyond the Walls campus which allows us to register kids for our children’s
ministry and it gives a chance to meet their parents. 

When the state government began to limit physical meetings, Point developed a
Facebook page that was invite only. This allowed the congregation to invite people to
go to their church without ever leaving their home. There are over 700 members on that
page and weekly conversations are had with people that are looking for hope in this
broken world.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Bryan Thompson

** In addition, we want to share a praise report that Beyond the Walls averaged 74 in
weekly attendance, had 32 conversions and 4 baptisms this church year!
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Ephesians 4:2 2 says, "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love." The world is broken, but the Church is on the rise to
share God’s love to a hurting people!
 
During the time the church building was “Shut down,” as Executive Director of
The Way of Rockport, God led me to continue presenting His word to this
small group of men recovering from alcohol and drug additions.  The love and
support given to these men from our church is a big reason their lives are
changed.  Live sermons were recorded to our Facebook page, "Rockport
Church Nazarene."
 
God spoke to me saying, “The church building is not the church.  What goes
on outside the church walls is the church!”  He impressed upon me the need
for a portable pantry on the church property. Our Maintenance Team built it
and now people are adding to the pantry daily and those in need are receiving
physical nourishment and spiritual food.  This Mission is a blessing to many. 
This pantry is in the memory and honor of Joe and Yvonne Harlen, who served
and continue to be a disciple for Christ for many years.  Matthew 25: 35 says,
"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…" 
 
In closing, God is calling all Christians to be brave during these unprecedented
times and be the hands and feet of Jesus!  Will you join me?
 
Brett Cieslack

Rockport
Church of the Nazarene

Brett Cieslack,

Lay Minister

719 N. 7th St.

Rockport, IN 47635
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At the end of December 2019, Tell City Nazarene church was preparing to see it’s worse year financially
since Pastor Charles arrived five and a half years ago. However, after informing the church about the
problem the church began asking questions; what is tithing, where is the tithe to go, and Pastor could you
preach on tithing more. In February things looked better but when Covid-19 hit, we saw giving increase
and it was consistent. The last three months of the church year were the best three months of giving in the
last 6 years. Our plan is that the cost cutting measures put in place in January will be eliminated at the
start of this church year.

The church members took up the call to stay in contact during the pandemic. Letters, social media, card,
and phones were used by members to check in on one another in a number they didn’t before. Calls from
church members asking if anyone need anything came to the pastor in a number he had never seen
before.

The church’s ministries to senior adults took a hit during the pandemic as all services in the community
were ordered canceled. However, one local facility installed YouTube feeds to all their residents. As Tell
City was already known to the residents, we were one of the few church services the staff played
regularly. Since then pastor has seen an increase in social media contacts from the staff. What will come
from this is still unknown, but God is doing what he always does transforming something bad into
something good.

Tell City
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Charles & Michelle Areson

(Start Date: 12/14)

17 Lausanne Ct.

Tell City, IN 47586
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Wellspring
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Chet & Marsha Todd

(Start Date: 7/12)

8100 Newburgh Rd.

Evansville, IN 47715
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Wellspring Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

To the 2020 District Assembly of the South West Indiana District, 

Greetings.

This has been a year of new beginnings. 8 years ago the Lord called me to pastor
Evansville First Church of the Nazarene. My 7th anniversary, to the day, was on
July 22, 2019. At last year’s district assembly, July 23rd, 2019, the first day of my
eighth year, we ceased to be First Church of the Nazarene and became Wellspring
Church of the Nazarene. This was more than simply a name change, it has been a
declaration of identity. I have seen my people grow closer to each other, more
hungry for God and more determined to see the Kingdom of God thrive in the
Evansville area. According to the mission statement the Lord has given us, we are
becoming a place where people who are weary can be renewed, people who are
broken can be restored, and both can be resent into the mission field to carry the
gospel. I honestly don’t know what the Lord has for us this next year but our eyes
are on Him and He is good.

In His service,

Chet Todd 
Pastor 
Wellspring Church of the Nazarene
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Clarksville Parkwood
Church of the Nazarene

In the midst of being a year of transition waiting for a new pastor, Clarksville Parkwood had 3 New
Nazarenes, 3 conversions, and 4 baptisms! In addition, this faithful church was excited to welcome New
Pastor, Rev. Tim Hullett on July 12, 2020.

Rev. Tim & Eva Hullett

(Start Date: 7/20)

950 Potters Lane

Clarkville, IN 47129
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Community of Hope
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Michael & Theresa Elliott

(Start Date: 8/15)

1500 Corydon Ramsey Rd NW

Corydon, IN 47112
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Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

Greetings Dr. Graves, Dr. Crump, delegates and friends of SWID District Assembly 2020,

We, as a Church board, continue to try to think outside the box. We had two Christian
movies we were able to show outside on a large 9’x16’ screen. We had to cancel a movie
because of the pandemic.

In September, we baptized eight people in a creek that belongs to a fellow church in the
country. (Their church people actually helped out with music as well as helping our people in
and out of the water.) It started out with five people and the group kept growing. Praise the
Lord! 

Every year we participate in a community effort “Feed the Hungry”. We helped out both
monetarily and physically. 
 
When the pandemic hit, we started to do “Drive-in Worship” with an FM transmitter. We start
each service with a song by Adams Voice - “Come Sit on the Porch” since I am out on the
“porch of the church.  Closing each service we use another song by Adams Voice, “The
Church Has Left the Building.”  We started with a small transmitter that would only reach out
in the parking lot about 50 – 75 feet. After two weeks, we purchased a transmitter (which
does not require an FCC license) that would reach 300 feet. We have had several repeat
visitors to come and worship with us during this time. 

On Easter, we were able to serve communion safely to 50 people who sat in their cars
listening and participating in the service. We will be able to use the transmitter when we do
our outdoor movies. We have been putting the weekly message on Facebook. We have also
been making a weekly DVD for an older adult that does not have internet.
 
 As the weather has warmed up, we have continued to see an influx of people playing on our
property, basketball, walking, running, riding their bicycles, walking their dogs, etc.

Through this whole pandemic, the church has learned that the building is essential, but we
do not need the building, we need JESUS and each other! As things return to a “new”
normal, may we continue to look at what God has given us and use us in unique ways! I look
forward to being able to make “touches” in our community!

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Michael P. Elliott
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Family Fellowship
Church of the Nazarene

Dr. Ken & Linda Walker

(Start Date: 2019)

765 Main St. NE

Palmyra, IN 47164
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Family Fellowship Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

This has been our first full year as an organized church.  Family Fellowship CON has had
some disappointments but more blessings.  While our numerical growth has been less than
desirable, God has blessed in many ways and the Holy Spirit is still our "Counselor" and
guide.  We have seen Christian maturity taking place as we have worshiped and studied
God's Word together.  Food fellowship, as was in the early church, has been an integral part
of who we are.  The pandemic has robbed us of that in the past few months.  Regardless,
we have some highlights that are worth mentioning:

(1) Paid WEF in full,
(2) Received four new members, two by profession of faith,
(3) Five Kid's Bible Quizzers completed the year with one making the district team.
(4) NMI Mission Priority One Church,
(5) Snack and Yak outreach to kids and teens in another location,
(6) Blessing Box outreach to the community, especially active during this pandemic,
(7) Responsibility List has grown to 50 with 30 of them under the age of fifteen.

One additional blessing this past month of April was meeting another young couple who are
recent believers and hungry for good Christian fellowship and the Word of God.

We look forward to loving them into our fellowship as we begin another church year for Him.

Pastor Ken Walker
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Greetings to Gen. Supt. Graves, Dist. Supt. Rev. Dr. Crump, and members of the assembly,

I greet you all in the precious and powerful name of Jesus Christ my Lord, my Savior, my sanctifier, and my
coming King, and my God who is in control of all.

During the church year just ended we have made some improvements to our church facilities. And now with the
Covid-19 Virus we have prepared our church facilities to adhere to the CDC guidelines as we re-open our
church for worship services on Sunday, June 7th, 2020. God has been good to us. All of our church family, we
are all in the high risk category for the virus but God has kept us all safe. And for that we give praise and honor
to our Almighty God. 

While we have not been able to gather for worship services for the past two and a half months, I have kept
contact with our church members via telephone calls, text messaging, and personal home calls (practicing safe
distance and wearing masks), and sending devotional messages via text messaging. And having Zoom worship
services with D.S. Dr. Tim Crump, and even having a doctor’s appointment via a zoom meeting. Yes, things are
different now. Maybe God allowed this virus pandemic to shake up the church. To move us out of our “normal”
comfort zone and to find new ways of worshipping Him? Maybe God does not want His church to return to
“business as usual-normal.” Lord help us to learn what you want from us.

In spite of the Covid-19 virus that has shut down the church meetings, God has blessed our church family in
the area of finances. They have been faithful in their giving. We have met and/or exceeded all our SWID
funding the mission financial obligations as paid in full. And we are a 10% missions giving church.

This year God has once again blessed Mary Lou and myself as we celebrated our 61st Wedding Anniversary.
Thank you Jesus for your blessings in our lives and our 50 years of ministry.

Pastor Don Walker

Georgetown First
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Donald & Mary Lou Walker

(Start Date: 2/12)

PO Box 510 (2278 Canal Ln.)

Georgetown, IN 47122
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Heartland
Church of the Nazarene

Pastor:

To be supplied

6901 Old Vincennes Rd.

Floyds Knobs, IN 47119
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Like many of our fellowships will report, this year has been challenging. Yet, in the challenge there has been
things to celebrate.

We launched small groups in January. We spent much time educating ourselves, then developing a strategy,
setting out goals and objectives for small group ministry in our fellowship. We trained and informed those who
were interested as well as established curriculum to be followed. Our hope was to launch three to five groups
that would lead the way. The groups would involve ten or less people. The result was nine groups launched
and over 100 people participated. Unity among the fellowship resulted. Morale increased as did attendance
numbers and participation in the church in general. With the pandemic we were concerned what would happen
with the groups and the momentum gained. They kept meeting, via technology and creative social distancing.

Shutting down services was difficult as momentum had arrived within our fellowship. But with our Refocus effort
a few years ago we put in place ways to reach outside the church through technology. This proved essential to
our continued ministry. Our viewership increased dramatically and giving during the shutdown actually
increased. Since reopening services in a limited way viewership has declined, as expected, but is still above
previous levels. We have connected with people who are not a part of any fellowship. For this we are grateful.

I would add in closing that the staff has been incredible during these trying times. Our fellowship has been
grateful for their work, supportive of our ministry and encouraging in their notes and in voice.

Respectively Submitted,
Danny K. McDowell

New Albany 
Christ's Community
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Danny & Lois McDowell

(Start Date: 10/13)

4920 Charlestown Rd.

NewAlbany, IN 47150
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One of the highlights of the ministry this year was a 
Facebook Messenger note sent to me by someone 
that I had been praying for a really long time. 

It seemed like no matter what I did nothing was 
working and then covid came along and forced us 
to go online to worship. Sonya was raised in the 
Jehovah Witness Church. Her husband had attended 
some at a Baptist church. They had friends in the 
Mormon church and so her confusion grew. “Thank 
you for your time and clarification as well. Was a 
huge help!"

Also, you are a big part of getting me out of false religion and on the right path spiritually.” She stated that
with all the churches online she was able to get a better understanding of who Jesus is and what a
personal relationship with Him is all about.

Greg, Hope, and Addison are another family that we have connected with online and they are faithful in
meeting with us in the Zoom worship service.

Dale
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Steven & Stephanie Beck

(Start Date: 12/16)

PO Box 223 (210W. Hammond St.)

Dale, IN 47523
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"So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of
these is love."
1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV

The past several months have been challenging for our country and
the rest of the world. However, God's love has remained faithful and
true. Fort Branch Church of the Nazarene (FBCN) has remained
strong through this time of uncertainty by providing food for those
effected by crisis, praying for others, and has continued to be the
church in a time where the church could not meet under one roof. 

Being the pastor of the church for only three weeks before going
totally online was also a challenge, but this circumstance has
pushed us to create an online presence. We look forward to new
opportunities, a refreshing encounter with our Lord, and new ways to
share our faith, our hope, and our love with the community. Our
prayer is that God be exalted by FBCN through our faith, hope, and
love. Please pray for us as we restart the way we approach ministry.
We are asking God to shape us and fill us with His Spirit.  

With love,

Bryan Holzappel
Fort Branch Church of the Nazarene

Fort Branch
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Bryan & Alyssa Holzappel

(Start Date: 2/20)

PO Box 58 (601 S. Lincoln St.)

Fort Branch, IN 47648
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Like all others, the life of FNC was unexpectedly interrupted by
the virus. We were slowly making progress with completing the
exterior work for the fellowship hall and hoping to make some
improvements to the exterior of the church. With the virus
surprising us, we have been stalemated with this progress, but
the plans remain intact and interest is beginning to return.

We have one couple, both widowers, who have united in
marriage and are very regular in attendance in worship services
and taking part in the volunteer efforts of maintaining the
physical properties of the church. They arrive and look and act
as a teenage couple.

During our period of being in "time out," I began a written
correspondence weekly, sometimes twice a week. I felt that this
would keep the communication open to all that attend, members
and non-members, saved and unsaved. I expected to
discontinue this practice when we returned to corporate worship,
and I did, however I have had several that indicated they missed
this, so I have restarted writing this. For those who haven't
returned yet, this is showing that we still care. I pray that it will
have an even greater effect in the days ahead.

Pastor Wayne

Francisco
Church of the Nazarene

Wayne & Wanda Rowland,

Lay Minister

(Start Date: 2017)

PO Box 99 (304 S. Cross St.)

Francisco, IN 47649
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Mackey
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Jared & Sarah Henry

(Start Date: 7/18)

PO Box 78, Mackey, IN 47654

9612 E. Main St., Oakland City, IN 47660
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Mackey Church of the Nazarene
@Mackey & @Owensville Campus

www.mackeynaz.org

2019-2020 Report

The 2019-2020 church year has been a record-breaking year for our church family. Some of
those things can be found by our numbers. We had our record single Sunday attendance of 562
in the fall for our 100th anniversary. We had a record church income. We had a record annual
average attendance. We had a record single year gain in our attendance. We covered new
ground by becoming a multi-site church. God has blessed as we maintain His vision of
continued, growing, and expanding ministry to the people of SW Indiana and beyond.

These numbers, however, represent much more as they are real people! We have seen
marriages on the verge of divorce restored, alcoholics redeemed and delivered, many coming to
Christ for the first time, and others experiencing the blessing of entire sanctification! May God
continue to move among us powerfully in the days ahead. We move into the future as a people
who want to #Encounter God, be #Equipped by the Holy Spirit, and #Engage the world for
Jesus.
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Oakland City
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Darin Mary Nossett

(Start Date: 1/97)

PO Box 219 (314 S. Jackson St.)

Oakland City, IN 47660
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Oakland City Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

It is a privilege to present this report on behalf of the wonderful people of Oakland City
Church of the Nazarene. Over these last several months, dealing with the effects and
challenges brought on by COVID-19, the family of OCCN has prayed, worked, and loved to
do all we can to not only maintain, but to move forward in the love of God

A great highlight of this past church year was involvement in the Work and Witness trip to
Flagstaff, AZ. It had been several years since anyone from the church had been on a
W&W trip; when 12 people, youth and adults, boarded the van for a long ride, excitement
was in the air. The church has a long history of financially and prayerfully supporting
Missions; the “hands on” experience of work and the fellowship of the entire team and the
people of the Kinlani Church of the Nazarene made for such a rich experience.

A yearly event is truly a missional experience for OCCN. We host a VBS that is continuing
to grow each year. Volunteers are willing and ready to pour their lives and love into the
lives of so many precious children. The children who come to the VBS come from a wide
spectrum of life experiences. Even in this, the work of the Holy Spirit
through the lives of dedicated and yielded servants being poured into the hearts of hungry
children is making a difference that only eternity will reveal.  

We are eager in the new church year to see people come to faith in Christ and be
baptized; to see believers entirely sanctified; to see growth in discipleship and
membership. In less than 5 years, OCCN will celebrate her 100th birthday. Our desire is
that age will not become a slow decline leading to disappearance. Our prayer and work is
directed to evidence that God continues to move and work in the lives of His people and
for the sake of His kingdom.

I sincerely offer this report in gratitude for the faithfulness and love of God. HE continues
the good work He began and He will bring it to completion!

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Darin Nossett
Pastor
Oakland City Church of the Nazarene
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Princeton New Life
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Andrew & Lydia Johnson

(Start Date: 11/13)

712 N. Embree

Princeton, IN 47670
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Princeton New Life Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

Cynthia Jo Anne Betz is on fire! Cyndi came to New Life through our Road to Recovery
Ministry. She came broken and hurting—and Christ saved her, healed her, and sanctified
her in a matter of a few months. Now, she is leading all of us with her hunger and passion!
She is a true worshipper, and helping so many of us. Lord, we’re amazed by You! Cyndi is
in the bottom right picture (being baptized). She was one of 25 people baptized at New
Life this year!

In October of 2019, we hosted an evangelistic training day, “Known.” We had two sessions
led by Bronda Simmons and Alyssa Loyd (virtually from Brazil). After rotating the two
training sessions, we had 50+ folks split into groups to walk the city covering it in prayer of
blessings. During that afternoon, we had many conversations with the people of Princeton.
It was a great day of making Him Known!

New Life had the honor of Co-Hosting the Kuyasa Children’s Choir from South Africa. The
St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Rodney Coffer, approached New Life to partner
together for this community event. Incredibly fun night! There were multiple Princeton
Churches present. Great time of fellowship and ministry!

Like many great SWID churches, we had lots of adjustments to make at New Life once
COVID forced the Stay-at-Home order. I had resisted streaming to that point to be honest.
But in a time with the Lord during prayer, He admonished me in a very helpful way:
“Everyone who needs to be reached, is online. Why will you not meet them there?” So, we
went online as best as we could. There have been many glitches. There have been many
views. And there has been fruitful ministry happen via our stream!

We’re still trying to figure out how to manage our Morning, Noon and Night prayer
meetings coming out of the shutdown. We had folks scheduled to pray Monday - Friday in
the sanctuary 3 times per day. In an effort to limit traffic and exposure, we have not
resumed those corporate prayer meetings in the sanctuary yet. We hope to resume soon.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Andrew Johnson
Pastor
Princeton New Life Church of the Nazarene
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Brownstown
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Timothy & Jennifer Lichtley

(Start Date: 2/14)

616W. Commerce St.

Brownstown, IN 47220
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Brownstown Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

The Brownstown Church of the Nazarene once again reports that God is faithful. Over the
last twelve months, we have witnessed God do great things in our church, its ministries,
and our worship gatherings. God continues to provide, heal, inspire, but, most of all,
transform lives. We are grateful for his faithfulness as we participate in His mission here
on earth. 

Last fall, several of our church families participated in and hosted Matthew Parties in their
neighborhoods and communities. Hosting these events stretched us, changed us, and
reminded us how important it is to build relationships with those around us. As we invited
our neighbors to our homes, we not only shared food, but we had opportunities to
demonstrate God’s love in action. Through these parties, new families have connected
with our church. We are excited to continue building relationships and showing Jesus to
the world around us. 

Our Enter His Courts basketball program continues to be our largest outreach event each
year. Our renewed emphasis on relationships and teaching biblical truths have helped not
only the children participating but our coaches and workers as well. One young lady who
is part of our youth department, not only coached a team but had the privilege of making a
gospel presentation and leading a young man to the Lord. 

As the Coronavirus left us isolated from one another, the leadership of the church
faithfully ministered to the church through phone calls, text, and letters. Additionally, the
church board and Pastoral staff personally visited every family in the church during this
time. While practicing social distancing, we prayed for our church families through screen
doors and encouraged them with large inspirational signs and letters of hope. 

Despite learning to serve and minister under unique and challenging circumstances, we
discovered that the church is indeed more than a building. When the challenges were the
greatest, we as a church united and faithfully honored God. In return, God has been
exceedingly faithful to us. We are blessed, and we thank him for all he has done. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Tim Lichtley
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Calvary Community Fellowship
Church of the Nazarene

We used 2 songs as a foundation for our year'  The first was a song by the Booth Brothers  "Let The
Healing Begin"  We start each Sunday A.M.  with this song.  "We're all here together in one accord. 
Brothers and sisters and friends.  If you came in need of a touch from the Lord then let the healing
begin"  We try to emphasize the need for healing: for our country, for our people spiritually, emotionally,
relationally, financially, and physically.

The second song, we don't play or sing but sets a challenge is by Adam's Voice entitled, "The Church
Has Left the Building"  Little did we know that we would literally have to stay away for 2 months.  This
was a challenge to be involved with area ministries.  We have collected food and gave a large tote every
6 - 8 weeks.  We also provided  blankets, gloves, socks, and hats for the homeless.  We also provided
Christmas gifts for three area children.  It has been exciting to participate in these ministries.  God has
met our needs and we give Him all the praise.

Rev. Paul & Karen Blair 

(Start Date: 2019)

5400 Rocky Ford Rd.

Columbus, IN 47203
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God has blessed Columbus First Church of the Nazarene with another great year. Although we’ve waded through
the COVID-19 crisis and are undergoing a pastoral transition, God is still faithful!

Last fall, our church absorbed a ministry that provides clothing to foster children in our community. We had over 40
volunteers join us at the church to sort and organize piles of donated clothes and today the Clothesline ministry
serves an average of 6 foster children a week.

C1NAZ has been blessed with a technology grant that has enabled us to improve our online ministry. It’s also
given us the opportunity to revamp our DVD’s that we send to shut-in, providing a more engaging viewing
experience. Overall, our live service presentation has progressed immensely.

We’ve been happy to present Travis Stockelman with a local minister’s license and he’s already been engaging
with our young adults and preaching on Wednesday nights.

In the climax of the pandemic our daycare was closed to ensure the safety of our families and staff. After a short
hiatus, we began serving essential workers at one of our two locations and have continued to grow our enrollment
ever since. The Lord has provided time and time again even when we couldn’t see what was lying ahead. We
praise God for his goodness throughout this past year and will continue to sing of his praises into the next.

Columbus First
Church of the Nazarene

Lead Pastor: 

To be supplied

1245 McClure Rd.

Columbus, IN 47201
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Crothersville
Church of the Nazarene

Since we were unable to hold our after-school Bible class this spring, we used the monies that had
been donated for the Bible class to feed 25 children for a period of 3 weeks while school was out,
during the month of March.
We offered one-on-one tutoring to six students who were struggling with their e-learning assignments.
A family of three young boys were removed from their home by DCS during the pandemic lock-down.
Their grandmother reached out to us and asked for assistance and guidance with the boys eLearning
assignments, which we were able to provide and enable them to get their assignments completed.
The neighbors across the street from the church had never attended any services at our church. When
we held our drive-in services, they came out and sat in their car in their driveway and tuned in to the
service on their car radio. They sat in their driveway for 2 weeks, the 3rd week, they drove over to the
parking lot to join in, and since we have been meeting back inside for the past two Sundays, they
have come inside to church.

Creative Pandemic Ministry

When our world came to a screeching halt on March 13, 2020, our missional endeavors took on a
different look in multiple ways.

Missional Highlight

We first met Walter and Dianne twelve years ago, when our church was named a benefactor in the estate
of Dianne’s uncle. They were living in Ohio at the time. After they moved back to our area, last summer,
Walter and Dianne started attending our church. It is a great blessing having them as part of our
congregation.

Rev. Mark & Pam Wooten

(Start Date: 11/04)

606 E. Bard St.

Crothersville, IN 47229
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Freetown
Church of the Nazarene

This past year we have some changes in our congregation. Some new people have been coming to our
church. One has been transformed and 2 have received Christ as their savior. And want to be baptized.
Changes are happening.

The one that was transformed was involved into drugs, alcohol, and self absorbed. Over the course of
time God has allowed me to talk to him and asking him tough bold questions. He again ended up in jail
and this time he said enough is enough and gave his heart to the Lord. A life truly transformed.

We had a young couple with two children started coming sometime in November/December.  I had several
talks with her.  She is from a home where Christ was not and was raised that way.  The Lord started to
speak to her and in time she gave her heart to the Lord.  This couple was married on January 25, 2020.
They are growing in the Lord and all their lives are changing.

God is good and lives are changing, in that I give God all the glory. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Dale Braker

Rev. Dale & June Braker

(Start Date: 12/15)

4804W. First St.

Freetown, IN 47235
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Haleysburg
Church of the Nazarene

Realizing that many in our congregation did not have internet availability and would be unable to join if
we offered online services during the COVID-19 "shutdown," Lay Minister Matt Roberts prepared weekly
written sermon manuscript along with prayer requests and discipleship materials, and then drove 100
miles each weekend to personally deliver the Good News to his congregation.

Matthew & Wendy Roberts,

Lay Minister

(Start Date: 8/09)

10084 N. Haleysburg Rd.

Vallonia, IN 47281
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This has been an interesting year in the life of Kurtz Church. We celebrated by receiving 7 new members
by profession of faith, watching 5 water baptisms, and had many answers to prayer. As have most local
congregations, we faced the challenges of the COVID 19 pandemic. We went from having traditional
Sunday School classes and in-sanctuary services to a full stop of every in person activity and method we
used to worship and fellowship.

I had never heard of Zoom, used an FM transmitter, preached to an empty sanctuary, or led a conference
call, Zoom board meeting, or Zoom small group.

During March, April, May, and half of June we conducted worship services through the FM transmitter for
our Drive-in parking lot services as well as conducted those services on Facebook Live and posted them
on YouTube. We have received offerings through the mail, online giving, and in-person with a creative
long-handled offering bag.

The gospel of Jesus Christ has been shared and we have reached many people not currently attending
services. Others are reached who may have never attended. The good that has come out of the pandemic
is we have adjusted our worship services so they are available to many more people. I am convinced that
the Lord will build His Church if we will Be Still and know he is God and listen and follow his direction.

Kurtz
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Floyd & Shona Fisher

(Start Date: 10/09)

5858 N. Cleveland St.

Norman, IN 47264
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Nashville Parkview
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Jason & Amanda Riggle

(Start Date: 1/19)

PO Box 96 (1750 E Hwy 46)

Nashville, IN 47448
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Parkview donated over 600 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child!

We participated in a color walk to support our community pre-school.

We averaged over 100 senior adults for our Prime-Time monthly meal and devotion. 
Our Wednesday night youth group has grown from an average of 2 teens to an average
of 14 teens!

We baptized 14 people and welcomed 7 people into church membership!

We effectively began posting our services online and will soon begin live-streaming on
Sunday mornings!

This year we have been focusing on ways that we can Love God, Love Others, and Love
Big within our community and beyond. Our Brown County Jail ministry, under the
leadership of Thom Miller and Jeremy Keller, has continued to experience powerful
spiritual victories. We participated in baptizing 10 inmates this past year! Craig submitted
his life to Christ and experienced a powerful move of God in his life. Craig has a powerful
testimony and he was able to share a portion of his story with us during one of our online
services. Craig is a real-life example of the transformational work of the Holy Spirit in a life
that has completely surrendered to God.

Here are a few additional highlights:

This past year we have witnessed God working through our members to impact our
community and we believe that greater days are ahead. We are excited to see how God
continues to use Parkview to LOVE BIG in our community and around the world!

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Jason Riggle
Pastor
Nashville Parkview Church of the Nazarene

Nashville Parkview Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report
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Our heart is grateful for each and every one of the many blessings God has given
us. We want to thank The Point and Peter’s Switch for loving us as they have done.
Thank you to The Point for all the years of supporting us by keeping your doors
open and thank you for your prayers and support for our vision of growth. Thank
you to Peter’s Switch for opening the doors of your building and your hearts. We
love both congregations and your leadership.

We were also able to have baptisms of two young men, one of them my son, it was
an unforgettable experience. Another story that I would like to share is a young lady
that visited the church in 2018. We never stopped praying for her, we asked God to
guard her and be her provider, as she is a single mom with three kids. In February
of this year, she called me to tell me that she needed God as she was going
through some dark times and thinking that she might even lose her kids. She did
not lose her kids and she is working on getting her life back with Jesus this time.
We give God all the glory as he continues to work in her life.

We pray that Oasis continues to spread Hope!

Oasis of Hope
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Sara Jimenez & Xenier Jamie

(Start Date: 6/17)

9528 N 760 E

Seymour, IN 47274
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Our most effective missional effort remains the Wednesday night Caravan/Youth program. We bus
children and teens who cannot attend on Sundays to the church on Wednesdays, feed them a meal, share
the gospel, teach them discipleship, and love on them.

During the months of March through May, we did not meet in person but live streamed an adult Sunday
School Class and worship service. We also mailed a copy of the morning message to those who do not
have internet capabilities. We “egged” homes of our families with children for Easter and delivered
flowers to our mothers for Mothers’ Day.

Respectfully,

Rev. Keith Ross

Peter's Switch
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Keith & Jean Ross

(Start Date: 9/07)

9528 N 760 E

Seymour, IN 47274
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Shalom Hispanic (CTM)
Church of the Nazarene

1245 McClure Rd.

Columbus, IN 47201

Rev. J. David & Glenda Morante

(Start Date: 9/07)
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The Point
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Steve & Laurie Greene 

(Start Date: 6/02)

311 Myers St.

Seymour, IN 47274
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TO:  Dr. David Graves and Dr. Timothy Crump

FROM:  Steve Greene: The Point, Church of the Nazarene – Seymour, IN

RE:  2019-2020 Annual District Assembly Pastor’s Report 

Unfortunately, most people have no problem telling you what the Church is against. This
past year we have been letting them know what we are for. Through a four-week series
called FOR Seymour, we were able to let them know that we are for people of all ages
(children, youth, and adults), we are for our community, schools, and businesses. Once
they realize that we are for them, we believe it will be a shorter step for them to
understand that God is for them too. This series had several interactive elements that
allowed for individual and corporate community impact. 

A highlight of the FOR Seymour series was a special offering where we raised over $52K
to erase $6½ million of unpaid medical debt for 2,900 families in and around Seymour
(including Jackson, Jennings, and part of Bartholomew county). Overall, our "Giving to
Others" has continued to increase to record levels this year through ministries like SWID,
the World Evangelism fund, clean water projects, and child sponsorship.

COVID-19 created some unusual challenges but also some amazing opportunities this
year. We have now prioritized online ministry, realizing that a large portion of our
congregation is engaging significantly, and some solely, through our online services. God
has enabled us to extend the reach of our ministry, far beyond what we would have ever
expected or imagined prior to this year. We are learning to strategically engage people of
all ages as they pursue their path to spiritual growth and personal involvement here at The
Point.

I am thankful for a leadership team who is willing to do whatever it takes to adapt to
current conditions as we continue to proclaim the lifechanging message of the gospel. We
are making plans to reach more people this year than we ever have before.

As you can see, we have had another great year of ministry here at The Point. Our focus
remains beyond the four walls as we continue our mission is to Point more and more
people to Jesus. God gets all the glory for the great things He has done!

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Greene
Seymour, IN
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The Brazil church continued its various ministries this church year to children, teens,
and adults. We had a good VBS, passed out used clothing to elementary students
from our Kids Clothes Closet, and kept our bus ministry going. We continued our
partnerships with Youth for Christ, East Side Elementary, and the Crisis Pregnancy
Center. We also continued our Sunday morning breakfast, and Wednesday evening
teen meal.

A new ministry for me as pastor was a personal involvement in Club 345. Club 345
was started by First Methodist in Brazil as a ministry to the elementary school near
their church. This year they partnered with us to start a club with the school next to
our church. Club 345 is an after-school program for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders that
meets once each week for home-work help, character building, and life skills. I really
enjoyed getting to know some of the children from the school. A few of the children
that attended Club 345 already come to our church, so I was able to get to know
them better. A couple of people from our church were also able to help with this
ministry. We quickly learned that many of our school children have limited knowledge
about God and church.

As with the rest of the churches, everything changed when the Covid-19 shut most of
our ministries down. We were already recording our worship services, so we
continued to do that during the pandemic. Our viewership grew tremendously as
more people began to watch our services on-line. As we end this church year, we
are still figuring out what our ministries will be like moving forward as we re-open.
We know that God is using us. We just want to remain safe but still make a positive
impact to those God wants us to minister to.

Brazil
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Marlin & Debbie Betts 

(Start Date: 9/14)

1002 E. National Ave.

Brazil, IN 47834
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Cayuga
Church of the Nazarene

PO Box 36

Grant and Thomspon Sts.

Cayuga, IN 47928

Rev. Rick & Sonya Wetnight

(Start Date: 2019)
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Friends and Brethren of this District,

I bring to you my 10th report from the Cloverdale Church of the Nazarene.

While this has been as different of a year as ever before, nevertheless God is still on the throne.  This
year has forced us to look beyond our walls as the “Stay at Home” time was upon us.  I thank God for
wonderful, innovative believers who allow us to scale the walls of the existing Church to touch lives
beyond the walls of the building.

Last year we had a couple who started coming to church. The husband had been raised in the church but
had left the church several years ago. His wife had no formal church history.  God brought him back and
he helped her come to know the Lord. While they faced a tragedy of a wayward child, they sought some
shelter from the church and remembered the peace of that only God can bring.

I have had the great honor of standing with them through the ups and downs of this situation, as well as
the opportunity to bring them into the membership of our church family. I believe God has great plans for
this couple and I am confident they will not let him down.

In His service,

Pastor William J Pursell

Cloverdale
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. William & Lillian Pursell 

(Start Date: 1/11)

54W. Water St.

Cloverdale, IN 46120
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Cory Community
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Patrick & Christina Shay

(Start Date: 6/15)

245 S CR 500W

Cory, IN 47846
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Cory Community Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

The year almost has to be reviewed in two parts; prior to March and after. Before March
we had several victories such as paying off our mortgage nearly eight years early,
engaged an architect to plan a new sanctuary, undertook a comprehensive video and
written history project for the church, partnered for disaster relief, continued our college
student support ministries, administered our fourth year of the youth food delivery
program, and best of all celebrated 7 baptisms and planning for several more.

However, just like all of the other wonderful churches on SWID, life after March has been
unique to say the least. At times, it felt like all of the momentum we had been gaining was
immobilized. God then revealed new opportunities for ministry and new momentum. We
have seen people come together and grow in new ways. We have reached people that we
have not been able to reach in the past. The more we relied on God, the more clearly he
seemed to speak. Patience, compassion, and community have been strengthened in the
church.  We have seen victory in anxious times. It also feels like any report we could give
right now will be inadequate and incomplete. Whatever the unknowns in our future are…
we wait with anticipation in how God is going to use it for his purpose.

Rev. Patrick Shay
Pastor
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Crossroads Community
Church of the Nazarene

Wow another year has come and gone, Crossroads Community has been very blessed this past year; we have
seen a movement of God in our community due to the calling of His church living its life in a Holy and Sanctified
manner. All that we have in terms of resources and direction and opportunity has come from His good hand. We
have much to be thankful for and much to look forward to.

It has been a blessing to watch God call men and women into the ministry and we here at Crossroads have been
blessed by the number of men and women who have responded to that call. This past year we granted 3 District
licensed ministers and with mixed emotions sent our Youth Pastor and Children’s Director off to new adventures
in Terre Haute. But the exciting fact is, that there are several in the congregation that has that calling and we are
waiting on that response.

This we know: unprecedented times require the responsible ingenuity of our God-given gifts. Like everyone,
here at Crossroads Community, we are grappling with this troubling time as the Covid-19 has brought us
feelings of anxiety, confusion and even fear. As the prophet Isaiah reminds us:  “Don’t panic. I’m with you.
There’s no need to fear for I am your God.  I’ll give you strength. I’ll help you. I’ll hold you steady.” (Isaiah
41:10).

The leadership here at Crossroads Community has stepped up and as a result the members from children to
seniors have not missed a step with engaging with one another, whether it be Facetiming, Zoom or by mail, it
has been awesome to watch as we weather this storm. We have been blessed to receive 13 new families by live
streaming and awaiting the very near future for them to join us as a family.

In his letter to the church then and now, Paul reminds us all:  “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks
in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1Thessalonians 5:16-18). I truly believe
that the difference we make tomorrow will begin today, right now, to encourage others by acts of kindness and
living a transparent life so all the world see Jesus in us.

Rev. Mark & Tressia Roberts 

(Start Date: 4/07)

117 E. Ste. Rd. 234

Ladoga, IN 47954
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God led us to use a $6.94 FM transmitter to reach new people for the kingdom over the last 2.5 months of
the church year to create a drive-in Sunday morning worship service that resulted in an increase in Sunday
morning attendance and several people coming to our church who had not come before. 5 gallon buckets on
4 foot poles served as our social distancing offering containers, and the people came joyfully, gave faithfully
and used their car horns to say, “Amen” as we worshiped in the parking lot.

Greencastle
Church of the Nazarene

Revs. Robert& JaneMuncie, Co-Pastors

(Start Date: 12/06)

580 S. CR 100 E.

Greencastle, IN 46135
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Patricksburg
Church of the Nazarene

Clarabelle Jukes, Lay Minister

 (Start Date: 6/89)

1539 Byerly Rd.

Patricksburg, IN 47455
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This past year has been a year of growth for our church. We have grown in numbers, grown in ministries,
grown spiritually, and have grown as a family. As with all people who grow – we have had some growing pains
along the way. We have gained attenders, and yet we have lost attenders. We have added ministry events and
activities, and yet they did not all pan out the way we expected, and a few had to be let go already. As we have
grown as a family, we have had areas we did not all agree on, yet we agreed to disagree.  This has been a
year we grew financially and became stronger trusting the Lord to provide our needs as we took on big financial
plans. Yes – our church family has grown, and we have experienced growing pains. But Praise God for the
pains where we grow!

This last year we invested money in the growth. We have spent funds to improve the building, to enhance
worship, and to reach the community. It has been a blessing to spend money faithfully, remembering that it is
God’s money not ours. We were able to fully equip the sanctuary with new equipment for sound and video to
become more technologically relevant and gave the sanctuary a facelift, so it is more appealing to new people
and younger families. Even amidst the pandemic, God supplied our needs, our people were faithful, and we are
making plans for the coming year to invest in the community to reach the lost.

The biggest praise I have as a Pastor for this past year is that our church has genuinely been a family. Each
“member” is taking part in something. We have people participating in different ministries, events, and activities
that previously did not. As the full body, we all have a part to play, and our family is seeing this. Our worship
services include an entire team of people and all are invited to take part. Our work on the building takes all of
us, and people are stepping up. Our community about reach comes in all methods, and several people are
taking their place in this. The work of the church no longer falls on a few shoulders, but now we see it takes the
entire family to care for one another, the building, and the people. This encourages me that this coming year
will be the year we can add members, perform baptisms, see converts and make disciples.

Rockville
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Sheila & Jack Thompson

(Start Date: 1/18)

262 S. North Dr.

Rockville, IN 47872
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St. Bernice
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Garrett & Carol Lee

(Start Date: 8/05)

2938 W. Broadway St.

St. Bernice, IN 47875
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St. Bernice Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

Our first quarter closed with sudden news the Medinas would be leaving our church due
to a job change involving ministry in another local denomination.  Jamin was our youth
leader and Heather was our children’s director!  They were faithful in tithes, offerings,
time, outreach, leadership, faith, and vision.  And they were as heart heavy as the rest
of us over their departure.  However, their circumstance clearly conveyed that God was
in this.  My wife noted that a family of four is about 10% of our active congregation; she
suggested we view this as “tithing our congregation” to God’s greater work.  So, the
church rallied behind them and we had a celebratory—though tearful—sendoff with our
blessing.  God has again proven He honors the tithe!  Despite all that shook our world
the final quarter, St. Bernice finished with our strongest year in my 15 as pastor—
achieving “10% Church” status for the first time immemorial and seeing a 10% gain in
attendance.

Admittedly nervous at the outset of the shutdown, the general attitude of the
congregation was nevertheless “We’ll get through this together.”  And we did!  Like so
many small churches in America, we scrambled to establish an online worship format. 
We opted for using Zoom rather than a one-way streaming service.  Zoom isn’t the best
approach for all churches, but for once our small size had an advantage.  We were able
to see and greet one another, dialog, and feel like we were together…in our own
homes.  I suppose we could call this “house church”?  It’s fitting, then, that I borrow a
turn of phrase from Dr. Dick Eastman, president of Every Home for Christ: “We’re not
just in this together; we’re together in this.”  In fact, I believe our congregation felt more
together in this than ever before.  Our next-door neighbors, St. Bernice Baptist Church,
even joined us since they were unable to hold their own online worship.  All of God’s
people are indeed together in this Kingdom!

What a celebration we had on Pentecost Sunday when we worshipped together in this…
sanctuary!  Our challenge now for 2020-2021 is to reach out together in this…world.
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Terre Haute First
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Denny & AnnetteWilson

(Start Date: 4/19)

801 Fort Harrison Rd.

Terre Haute, IN 47804
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Terre Haute Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

Due to an intentional pursuit to seek the heart of God and desire to follow His lead, the
Body of Christ at Terre Haute First Church of the Nazarene is realizing, in a powerful way,
the anointing and leading of the Holy Spirit. These are exciting days at Terre Haute First!
 We are experiencing God’s presence and seeing the work His mighty hand.

We have all been on an interesting journey this year, especially for the past several
months. But through it all, God remains faithful, mighty and victorious!  The presence and
leading of the Holy Spirit brought about greater unity in the Body of Christ, dedication to
sharing the Good News of Jesus and a greater awareness and clarity of why God planted
THFN.  As we pursue God and His ways, He faithfully shows us His ways and leads us in
them.  The Kingdom of God has grown and continues to grow!  Children, youth and adults
are finding Jesus as their Savior! Many others are seeking renewal and restoration in their
relationship with Jesus.  God is using us to Share the LIFE of Jesus with our community.
 We are all excited to encounter God and experience His next move!

Prayer remains to be the most important priority the church.  If we do nothing else, we
know that we must pray!  We must seek God’s heart!  Prayer is the furnace of the church!
Prayer is enabling the Church to make Christlike disciples! For this, we give God all the
praise!

It is an honor to report of the exciting activity of God at THFN. I am so thankful today for
the abundant blessings. My wife, children, grandbabies, incredible church family,
Leadership Team and Ministry Staff!!  I am humbled by the call He has placed upon my life
and I desire that in all things and at all times to honor Him.
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Terre Haute Southside
Church of the Nazarene

In this past year we faced several challenges as we
continue to seek God’s direction for our small
congregation. We celebrate the love and fellowship
among our faith community. 

Once a month we have hosted a game night, which
provided an opportunity to love on one another. We had
several people attend who would not usually come to
church. We give praise for this creative outreach
fostering new relationships. We also focused on local and
global missions. 

The second Sunday of the month would be our mission’s
service. Our NMI president shared stories of God’s
movement around the world and provided us native
dishes to sample. Further, she organized quarterly
mission emphases for the church. Some of our projects
included volunteering at a local government housing area
to clean the playground area and host a Christmas party.
We also gathered Crises Care Kits and donated supplies
to two local nonprofits: one working with the homeless
and another with foster parents. 

We are thankful for a growth in love for our community
and opportunities to share the love of Christ in tangible
ways. We seek to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the
community he has called us to minister.

Rev. Dale & Kayla Stoops

(Start Date: 8/13)

1901 S. Fourth St.

Terre Haute, IN 47802
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Union Chapel
Church of the Nazarene

In our area, the current internet strength made it difficult to offer live streaming during the pandemic. The
church bought an FM transmitter and each week the people faithfully gathered in their vehicles to worship
the Lord. We believe this was an important ministry that enabled older ones to come who may not have
had social media or a means to watch a service online. We have had quite a few visitors that made Union
Chapel their second church home during this time. God has continued to bless us as our giving was up
again this year. The church also took in five new members. I am proud to say that my wife and I are truly
blessed to serve the people of Union Chapel and we look forward to the coming days as we listen to the
Holy Spirit guide us.

Rev. David & Meghan Smith

(Start Date: 6/18)

5970 S. Ste. Rd. 59

Clay City, IN 47841
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Bicknell
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Brad & Susan Delp

(Start Date: 5/17)

1125 Durbin St.

Bicknell, IN 47512
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Bicknell Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

The 2019-2020 church year has been a different year for most churches and that’s no
difference for Bicknell Nazarene. We have seen a lot of changes from June 2019 to June
2020. First of all, we are excited at Bicknell we have seen many people come to know
Christ over the last 12 months. We saw 71 conversions, 41 baptisms, and 30 experiencing
entire sanctification. We also received 31 new members, in which 3 of them were
transferred to our church. 

I say all this to say that on March 9, 2020, our churches was turned upside down by the
Covid 19 outbreak. I am amazed as this virus has caused us as a church to grow in the
ways that we minister. We were forced to start our online services and online giving and to
move to a place of total faith in Jesus to provide. Of course, we always should always lean
on Christ, but with the virus I wasn’t sure how we could keep everything going. As a result,
we experienced growth in our church through the faithful commitment of our congregation
to give and to continue to support the church and the ministry in these times.

To name one family would be impossible but we do have several families that have had
spiritual breakthroughs in their family and we have seen many families make big decisions
this past year - from being called to ministry, to leaders in youth, to a new commitment
from several people with in our church to follow Gods lead.

Yes. it’s been a year of transition for the Bicknell Church and how we minister to others.
The Way Ministries has been on hold for several weeks due to COVID, but we know God
is in control and we have placed all of our ministries into His hands.

I’m excited to see what God has in store for us as we move forward with the safety of our
people and the desire to share the word with the lost!

Respectively Submitted,

Pastor Brad Delp
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Faith Community
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. William & Norma Covey

(Start Date: 8/89)

406 E. 3rd St.

Huntingburg, IN 47542
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Faith Community Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

This is my 31st report for the Faith Community Church of the Nazarene.

This year I was able to baptize Joan Kapp at a lake in Santa Claus, a woman who
recently returned to the church after being gone for many years. She is a new and
transformed person because of God’s grace! We have 5 people waiting to be baptized
and have 6 people ready to go through membership classes.

This year has been a year of technologies for the church. The internet was updated
with fiber optic, a new digital sign was installed (which is paid for completely), a new
color copier purchased, and the latest which many of us were pushed in to, is online
worship service.

It is now time for new leadership to lead the congregation into a new era. On May
11th, I submitted my retirement letter as lead pastor to the church board; Father’s
Day, June 21st, will be my final Sunday. Like Paul, my testimony is 1 Timothy 4:7…I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. I thank the
Lord for His grace in my life and for the privilege to serve the Church of the Nazarene
for 43 years in pastoral ministry.

I thank the Lord for those that have come to Christ, those called into the ministry, and
for our children and grandchildren in the faith. I am proud of them all. I will continue to
be an example and mentor to them. Finally, I want to thank the Church of the
Nazarene for the privilege to serve you in fulfilling God’s call on my life.

Respectively submitted in His Service,

Rev. William P. Covey
Pastor
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We had a good year at Jasper. 

My wife and I are involved in a ministry to elementary school children where she teaches Bible classes.
Three first graders gave their hearts to Jesus this past school year. This ministry, named Kids of the
Kingdom, will begin meeting in our building when school resumes because a new elementary building is
opening across the street from our church.

I had the privilege of baptizing one person and receiving five into membership this year.

I used YouTube to post recorded sermons for Sunday morning and utilized Zoom for Wednesday Bible
Study.

Jasper
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Michael & Janice Suits

(Start Date: 6/17)

1056 W. Ackerman Rd.

Jasper, IN 47546
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Odon
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Chris & Linda Hughes

(Start Date: 4/19)

633 E. Elnora St.

Odon, IN 47562
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Odon Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

As I type this report I’m reminded of how good and faithful God is!  This is the
completion of my first full year back on the SWID district and with Odon Church of the
Nazarene.  It hasn’t taken long to find a love for the people of Odon and for the Church.

It’s been a strange year, with the disruption and complications that came with COVID-19
and the shutdown that followed.  I made a comment that it would be better when we got
back to normal and one of our members, a friend, said to me, “Let’s not settle for normal
but better than normal.” I like that.  

We have had a year with a wonderful revitalized youth ministry.  It really is a young
youth group and it has been a joy to see them participating and I’m thankful for the
adults who lead our youth group.  

One of the highlights with our children has been the development of a worship team with
our middle school age group.  Several times they have helped to lead worship and it has
been a joy.  

Children’s and teen quizzing has been a highlight once again along with a ministry to 10-
15 children on Wednesday evenings.  I’m so thankful for the team of individuals that
work with the children. 

I love the passion and faithfulness the Church has shown for missions.  They love
missions and that thrills my heart.  We have received some of our largest offerings for
Alabaster and I didn’t have to push and pull to meet our WEF.  In fact, financially, the
Church has remained faithful throughout and in spite of the pandemic.

We added a new electronic sign to the existing sign out front and it has been a great
addition to the facility.  It makes it so easy to communicate with people on the road
driving by.

We are committed to embracing the “new normal”…”better than normal” to reach people
for Jesus.  There is a lot of fear in our world now and perhaps “for such a time as this”
God has us here to introduce a God who can exchange peace and calm for fear.

Pastor Chris Hughes
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Greetings;

I have just arrived at Petersburg Church of the Nazarene and I am proud to report that although the
church has been without a pastor for eight months they still met their financial obligations for the past
year. My wife Joye and I are excited to get to know the wonderful and loving people of Petersburg. I am
grateful that God gave me a chance to serve with you all and we look forward to what God has in store for
us in the coming year as we work together to building God’s Kingdom.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Steven Hamilton
Pastor, Petersburg Church of the Nazarene

Petersburg
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Steven & Joye Hamilton

(Start Date: 5/20)

118 W. Pike Ave.

Petersburg, IN 47567
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Sullivan
Church of the Nazarene

Sonya and I have been at Sullivan Church of the Nazarene since November of 2018. It has been amazing to see
God work in His Church. We are pleased to report that Sullivan Church is alive and filled with the Holy Spirit
along with a strong and growing body. As you can see from the report, many have been saved, baptized, and
have become new members this year. To God be the glory! Small groups have been our focus this year and
several groups are meeting regularly. As you can see from the report, God is at work. The church is growing and
is very excited about the building of a new fellowship hall that will provide room for outreach events. The area in
which the fellowship hall will be built is now being used by the junior high school football team for practice. We
are looking forward to seeing God work in this group of youth. In the midst of COVID-19 we have not only
maintained in all ways, but we have increased in size and depth. Praise the Lord!

Rev. Todd & Sonya Gotshall

(Start Date: 11/18)

1050 N. Main St.

Sullivan, IN 47882
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God has been on the move at Vincennes First Church of the Nazarene! Over the last year, we have seen
several people saved, and many who have recommitted their life to Christ. We were seeing growth across
the board until Covid-19 hit, but we have found that while Covid could keep us at home, it didn’t stop the
gospel from spreading. There is one man in our community that we had been praying for over the last few
months. One of our members kept inviting him, but he never came to a service. However, once COVID-
19hit and everyone had to stay at home, he started watching our services online! I’m happy to announce
that a couple months ago, he filled out an online response card letting us know that he has given his life
to Jesus, and he hasn’t missed a service since. We are thankful for God’s faithfulness and excited for the
days ahead.

Respectfully submitted,

Pastor Travis Stamper

Vincennes First
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Travis & Alyssa Stamper

(Start Date: 12/19)

1902 Main St.

Vincennes, IN 47591
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Washington
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Darrell Hayley Sellers

(Start Date: 11/19)

516 S. Meridian St.

Washington, IN 47501
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Washington Church of the Nazarene
2019-2020 Report

I have a front row seat. It is not a show, but it is reality! Not everyone has tickets to this show.
Yet they are free. One must have faith in order to see the show unfold in front of their eyes.
One must be a true disciple in order to feel the celebration of the success of the greatest
main character that has ever, and will ever live – our Lord and Savior - Jesus Christ

On this front row, I have witnessed people on their knees before our Creator in prayer.  I get
to see that the greatest desire of these people are the souls of the lost and missing. I witness
the praying folk of Washington, Indiana.

On this front row I have witnessed God send us the 5 unknown families to the church so we
started praying for 10 - that stay! We have 2-4 thus far!

On this front row I have witnessed the chains of addiction broken, not once, or twice but three
times. I have witnessed the instantaneous healing, and the gradual

I witnessed the chains of addition broken so that child of God could orchestrate another
addition to the Family of God. That new addition was not expected to live as body functions
started to fail. I have witnessed that very someone not expected to live turn into the one the
nursing staff send patients to for prayer and encouragement. This person is not only still alive
but ready to live his best life for Jesus – totally sold out! I have heard of episodes of a harvest
only talked about in cities much larger because of this new member to the family of God.

I have witnessed the acceptance of the gospel in homes where vows were taken to ignore it
in the midst of a pandemic. I have witnessed prodigal sons and daughters come home. I have
witnessed God multiply financial means in a small-town church. I have witnessed stewards
agree wholeheartedly to donate and plant seeds of financial needs into the community to
which they serve. I have witnessed God using those in their 70’s as they begin NEW talents
and they continue to prove there is no - such - thing - as - retirement. I have witnessed God
call back talents to His stage to give of their much-needed talents for His glory. I have
witnessed the truth behind the words of Christ from John 15:5 where he says I am the vine
and you are the branches, he who abides in Me and I in him will bear much fruit.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have witnessed “MUCH.” And its not even the end of the first act!

My name is Darrell Sellers and I serve His church, no His Vine in Washington Indiana.
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Winslow Church of the Nazarene has been active and engaged
in the Winslow IN community throughout many years.
Specifically, in the past year we able to impact our community
through our annual vacation bible school (2019). Through our
Sunday night Kid’s Hour, we have been able to reach out to our
community through our food pantry, Easter gift baskets, and a
creative “take Jesus with you” scavenger hunt. In February of
this year we lost a dear friend to our Church and Community,
Arvle Wade Jr. We praise God today that Arvle is resting with
our Savior and King, it was in preparation for Arvle’s memorial
service we had the glorious opportunity to lead his great
nephew, Ben Wade to salvation. Ben is an amazing man of God
that seeks to do the will of the Father. It is because of God’s
great mercy that we can minister to our community of Winslow,
IN. In March we started a mid-week prayer time to pray God is
leading in the Church and the people of the Church. Through
this unforeseen pandemic we were able to bless 4 different
nursing home with treat baskets, a case of water, and an
encouraging note. Please pray with us that Winslow Church of
the Nazarene would inspire the community of Winslow IN to
care, love, serve, and share until Christ returns.

Winslow
Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Joseph & Raychel Decker

(Start Date: 1/20)

205 W. Center St.

Winslow, IN 47598
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BICKNELL
Rev. Brad Delp
121 people saved
41 baptized
32 New Nazarenes

SPENCER FIRST
Rev. Gary Davey
47 people saved
3 baptized
3 New Nazarenes

THE POINT
Rev. Steve Greene
40 people saved
29 baptized
30 New Nazarenes

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY
Rev. Mark Roberts
36 people saved
14 baptized
9 New Nazarenes

MACKEY
Rev. Jared Henry
36 people saved
8 baptized
8 New Nazarenes

SULLIVAN
Rev. Todd Gotshall
17 people saved
3 baptized
5 New Nazarenes

TERRE HAUTE FIRST
Rev. Denny Wilson
17 people saved
4 baptized
4 New Nazarenes

PRINCETON NEW LIFE
Rev. Andrew Johnson
14 people saved
25 baptized
16 New Nazarenes

ROCKPORT
Brett Cieslack, Lay Minister
14 people saved
18 baptized
14 New Nazarenes

BLOOMINGTON FIRST
Dr. James Hicks
9 people saved
5 baptized
9 New Nazarenes

NASHVILLE PARKVIEW
Rev. Jason Riggle
5 people saved
14 baptized
3 New Nazarenes

WELLSPRING
Rev. Chet Todd
4 people saved
4 baptized
5 New Nazarenes

CLARKSVILLE PARKWOOD
To be supplied
3 people saved
4 baptized
3 New Nazarenes

KURTZ
Rev. Floyd Fisher
3 people saved
7 baptized
7 New Nazarenes

ZION COMMUNITY
Rev. Doug Lane
3 people saved
4 baptized
3 New Nazarenes

3 People Saved, 
3 Baptized, and 
3 New Nazarenes

Bare Minimum Churches
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New Nazarenes
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Baptisms
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Conversions
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All Funds Paid plus 
10% Given to Missions

Spencer First

24.24%

Washington

20.04%

Odon

17.97%

House of Faith

16.25%

Oakland City

16.05%

Freetown

15.17%

Grandview

13.62%

Georgetown

12.15%

Point Township

12.12%

Shoals

11.63%

Community of Hope

11.47%

Peter's Switch

10.91%

Jasper

10.85%

St. Bernice

10.50%

Dale

10.44%

Valley Mission

10.39%

Sullivan

10.07%

Freedom

10.00%

Mackey

10.00%

Mission Ten Churches
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Bloomington Eastview

Bloomington First

Boonville

Brazil

Brownstown

Cayuga

Chuck Wagon Cowboy Church

Columbus First

Community of Hope

Cory Community

Crossroads Community

Crothersville

Dale

Evansville Faith

Evansville Grace

Faith Community

Francisco

Freedom

Freetown

Georgetown

Grandview

Greencastle

Harmony Chapel

House of Faith

Jasper

Kurtz

Mackey

Nashville Parkview

New Albany Christ's Community

Newburgh

Newburgh New Life

Northside Community

Oakland City

Odon

Orleans

Peter's Switch

Petersburg

Point Township

Princeton New Life

Restoration

Rockport

Rockville

Shalom Hispanic

Shoals

Spencer First

Springs Valley

St. Bernice

Stinesville

Sullivan

Terre Haute First

Turning Point

Union Chapel

Valley Mission

Vincennes First

Washington

Winslow

Zion Community

All Funds Paid in Full
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Total Church Income
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Total Given to Global Missions

Includes WEF Giving and Missions Specials
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Total Given to District Mission
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Weekly SDMI Attendance

The Point

Columbus First

Mackey

Point Township

Restoration

Princeton New Life

Nashville Parkview

Cory Community

New Albany Christ's Community

Rockport

Full Church Membership

Total SDMI Responsibility List Weekly Corporate Worship

SDMI Achievement Awards

Crossroads Community **

Rev. Mark Roberts

Evansville Faith **

Rev. Cathy West

Greencastle *

Revs. Bob & Jane Muncie

House of Faith **

Rev. Larry Carr

Mackey *

Rev. Jared Henry

Northside Community **

Rev. Nate Denning

Patricksburg *

Clarabelle Jukes, Lay Minister

Point Township *

Rev. Bryan Thompson

Princeton New Life *

Rev. Andrew Johnson

580

310

234

231

198

161

144

141

135

121

The Point

Columbus First

New Albany Christ's Community

Nashville Parkview

Zion Community

Bicknell

Bloomington First

Brownstown

Vincennes First

Point Township

638

428

269

256

240

235

228

224

206

203

The Point

Columbus First

Bicknell

Point Township

Restoration

Zion Community

Brownstown

Mackey

Cory Community

Nashville Parkview

2405

764

606

401

379

350

328

324

318

270

The Point

Mackey

Columbus First

Princeton New Life

New Albany Christ's Community

Restoration

Cory Community

Nashville Parkview

Point Township

Oakland City

765

372

246

215

207

177

168

164

163

130

Restoration **

Rev. Ken Bushey

Rockport **

Brett Cieslack, Lay Minister

St. Bernice *

Rev. Garrett Lee

Sullivan **

Rev. Todd Gotshall

The Point *

Rev. Steve Greene

Sunday School Leaders

** Superior      * Honor
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SDMI Attendance
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Responsibility List
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Corporate Worship
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Membership
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Nazarene Theological Seminary
Offering

Church Name                                  Given to NTS

Bloomington First 

Bloomington Eastview

Cloverdale

Columbus First

Dale

Faith Community

Greencastle

House of Faith

Oakland City

Petersburg

Restoration

Rockport

Shoals

Springs Valley

St. Bernice

Terre Haute First

Terre Haute Southside

The Point

Winslow

Zion Community

                                                  TOTAL:

$50.00

$50.00

$25.00

$100.00

$50.00

$100.00

$200.00

$10.00

$200.00

$20.00

$100.00

$100.00

$50.00

$50.00

$27.00

$100.00

$25.00

$200.00

$77.00

$30.00

$1,714.00
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Church Name                                  Given to NBC

Bloomington First 

Boonville

Cloverdale

Columbus First

Community of Hope

Dale

Evansville Grace

Faith Community

Francisco

Freetown

Grandview

Heartland

House of Faith

Newburgh

Oakland City

Petersburg

Point Township

Restoration

Rockport

Rockville

Shoals

Spencer First

Springs Valley

St. Bernice

Sullivan

Tell City

Terre Haute First

Terre Haute Southside

The Point

Vincennes First

Zion Community

                                                  TOTAL:

Nazarene Bible College
Offering

$200.00

$25.00

$25.00

$100.00

$20.00

$50.00

$25.00

$200.00

$40.00

$150.00

$25.00

$50.00

$10.00

$100.00

$200.00

$20.00

$25.00

$200.00

$100.00

$100.00

$50.00

$100.00

$30.00

$44.00

$50.00

$20.00

$100.00

$25.00

$200.00

$50.00

$25.00

$2,359.00
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We, the District Advisory Board, submit the following report:

 

The District Advisory Board met at the call of the district superintendent to transact business vital to the

district interests.   We have served as the District Home Missions Board and the District Insurance

Commission during the year.

 

Interim ministerial transfers have been processed and referred to the District Board of Ministry in

accordance with MANUAL, Paragraphs 205.8, 231.9-231.10, 505, 508-511.1, 537-537.

 

According to Manual Paragraph 117 and 211.17, the following ministers were appointed to serve as pastors

in churches: Paul T. Blair, Rick Wetnight, Mark Wooten, Steven Beck, Peter Ken Walker, Dale Braker, Larry

Carr, Michael Suits, Larry Latham, Nate Denning, Sara Jimenez Marquez, Sheila Thompson, Javier Morante,

Darrell D. Wineinger, Timothy Hullett, Steven Hamilton.  

 

According to 503.1 we recommended the following lay ministers: Brett Cieslack, Clarabelle Jukes, Tom

Redden, Heather Ritter, Matt Roberts, Wayne Rowland.

 

Special Service/Interdenominational Ministry (SPC) was granted, according to MANUAL, Paragraphs 528,

528.1, and 538.13 by the District Advisory Board with the approval of the District Assembly and the Board of

General Superintendents, to the following ministers: Mark Fleschner, Joshua Nichols, Maria Hideko Smith,

David Hayes, William E. Pike, Todd Stepp, Tracy Gorman.

 

District Interim Assignment was granted to Garrett Sloan & Bruce Yates.

 

The following churches have been recommended for disorganization: Dana Church of the Nazarene and

Owensville Church of the Nazarene.

 

The following church properties were sold: District Office, Carbon Church of the Nazarene, Dana Church of

the Nazarene and its parsonage. 

 

We, the District Advisory Board, appreciate the leadership, guidance, and direction of our District

Superintendent Timothy W. Crump over the past year and thank the Lord for His hand upon the churches

of the Southwest Indiana District.

 

Respectfully submitted,   

District Advisory Board Members 2019-2020:
Ordained Assigned Ministers:  Ken Bushey, Andrew Johnson, Jane Muncie, Darin Nossett
Lay Members:  Doug Jones, P.J. Doerner, Bruce Marshall, Tim Scott
Secretary: Rev. Jane Muncie
Chairman: Dr. Tim Crump

Advisory Board Report

TIM CRUMP, 

Chairman

JANE MUNCIE,

Secretary
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Partial Report No. 1

We, your Board of Ministerial Credentials, submit the following partial report:

 

We find it a joy to welcome and to recommend the following incoming transfers to be received:

 

Elders: 

Steven L. Hamilton from Kansas City District

                    Timothy B. Hullett from North East Texas District

                    John M. Paulus from Michigan District

                    

Licensed Ministers:

Joseph A. Decker from Northwest Indiana District

Melony M. Paulus from Michigan District

Darrell R. Sellers II from Alabama South District

 

Partial Report No. 2

We, your Board of Ministerial Credentials, submit the following partial report: 

 

Having met the necessary study and experience in service qualifications and having been carefully examined

by the board as to their character, integrity and agreement with the doctrines and polity of the Church of the

Nazarene, we recommend the following for ordination as elder subject to the approval of the general

superintendent:  

Aaron M. Gall, Todd A. Gotshall, and Travis B. Stamper.

          

Partial Report No. 3

We, your Board of Ministerial Credentials, submit the following partial report: 

 

We recommend the following be granted a minister’s license: 

Tyler K. Beadle, Corbin V. Bushey, Alyssa D. Loyd, and Garrett M. Sparks.

Board of Ministry Members 2019-2020:
Members: Revs. Marlin Betts, Ken Bushey, Nate Denning, Michael Elliott, James Hicks, Andrew Johnson, Doug Lane, Jane
Muncie, Robert Muncie, Keith Ross, Sarah Ross, Jonathan Scott, Patrick Shay, Mark Thompson.
Secretary: Rev. Jason Riggle
Chairman: Dr. Tim Crump

Board of Ministry: Credentials rEPORT
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We recommend the following be granted a renewal of minister’s license: 

David M. Anderson, Joseph A. Decker, Andrew S. DeKemper, Aaron M. Gall, Todd A. Gotshall, Jodie K.

George, Bryan L. Holzapple, Sara E. Jimenez Marquez, Ashley M. Nichols, Michael D. Nickle, Chad M.

Olds, Melony M. Paulus, Charles J. Phillips, Gerald L. Richardson, Jarren B. Rogers, Anthony C.

Sedletzeck, Darrell R. Sellers II, Matthew J. Smith, Travis B. Stamper, Bryan S. Thompson and Sheila R.

Thompson. 

 

We recommend the following not be renewed and be referred back to the local church for lack of

application: 

Brent M. Roll.

           

We recommend the following be granted renewal of tenured evangelist and song evangelist status:  

Larry D. Leckrone.

 

We recommend the following be granted renewal of tenured evangelist status:  H. Lane Loman.

 

We recommend the following be granted renewal of registered evangelist status:  A. David Street.

 

We recommend the following be granted renewal of evangelism service retired status:  Bryan E. Solomon.

 

At their request, we recommend the following transfers out be granted:

 

David P. Warren to the Indianapolis District (Elder)

Steven A. Kochersperger to the West Texas District (Elder)

 

We recommend the following be granted retired assigned status: 

William P. Covey, Troy S. DeKemper, James R. Hicks, and Robert W. Muncie. 

          

We recommend the following ministers credentials be filed without prejudice and they be dropped from the

Roll of Elders due to inactivity according to MANUAL, Paragraph 539:  

Matthew P. Upshaw.

 

We recommend the following ministers be removed from the Roster of Ministers, having surrendered their

credential according to MANUAL, Paragraph 538 for conduct unbecoming a minister: 

Timothy A. Cox and Brian A. Rogers.

          

We recommend the following be dropped from the roster of ministers, having joined the Church

Triumphant: 

Robert C. Buchanan and Harold E. Dockery.

 

Respectfully submitted,

TIMOTHY W. CRUMP, 

Chairman

JASON A. RIGGLE,

Secretary
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The following students are enrolled in Ministerial Studies on the Southwest Indiana District:

 

·       Anderson, David M. – (DL) Crossroads Community 

·       Beadle, Tyler K. – (LL) Princeton New Life

·       Bushey, Corbin V. – (LL) Restoration

·       DeKemper, Andrew S. – (DL) Evansville Grace 

·       George, Jodie K. – (DL) Kurtz  

·       Holzappel, Brian L. – (DL) Princeton New Life

·       Loyd, Alyssa D. – (LL) Princeton New Life

·       Marquez, Sara Jimenez – (DL) Oasis of Hope 

·       Nichols, Ashley M. (DL) – Evansville Grace

·       Nickle, Michael D. – (DL) Crossroads Community 

·       Olds, Chad M. – (DL) New Albany Christ Community 

·       Paulus, Melony M. – (DL) Valley Mission

·       Sparks, Garrett M. (LL) Mackey

·       Thompson, Bryan S. – (DL) Point Township 

·       Thompson, Sheila R. – (DL) Rockville 

The following students are currently in the Graduate Status on the Southwest Indiana District:

 

·       Decker, Joseph A. – (DL) Winslow

·       Gall, Aaron M. – (DL) Evansville Faith

·       Gotshall, Todd A. – (DL) Sullivan

·       Moore, Sam A. – (LL) Cayuga 

·       Phillips, Charles J. – (DL) Columbus First

·       Richardson, Gerald R. – (DL) Orleans

·       Rogers, Jarren B. – (DL) Columbus First

·       Sedletzeck, Anthony C.  – (DL) Terre Haute First 

·       Sellers II, Darrell R. (DL) - Washington

·       Smith, Matthew J. – (DL) Wellspring     

·       Stamper, Travis B. (DL) – Vincennes

The following student has been dropped from the Ministerial Studies Enrollment:

 

·       Roll, Brent M. – (DL) Columbus First 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Board of Ministry Members 2019-2020:
Members: Revs. Marlin Betts, Ken Bushey, Nate Denning, Michael Elliott, James Hicks, Andrew Johnson, Doug Lane, Jane
Muncie, Robert Muncie, Keith Ross, Sarah Ross, Jonathan Scott, Patrick Shay, Mark Thompson.
Secretary: Rev. Jason Riggle
Chairman: Dr. Tim Crump

Board of Ministry: sTUDIES rEPORT

TIMOTHY W. CRUMP, 

Chairman

JASON A. RIGGLE,

Secretary
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 We, your Committee on Nominations, submit the following report:

 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the nominating committee was held electronically with voting utilizing

“Election Runner” website. 

 

During the nomination process, the motion was made and approved that at least three times the number

of individuals for each position would be nominated by the committee.

 

The committee voted to place the following individuals on the ballot.

 

District Advisory Board: Assigned Ordained Minister (one to be elected for a four-year term)— Darin

Nossett, Jason Riggle, and Patrick Shay.

 

District Advisory Board: Layperson (one to be elected for a four-year term)— Christy Boes Eubanks,

Bethany Burnett, and Bruce Marshall.  

 

District Board of Ministry: (two to be elected for a four-year term and one to be elected for a three-

year term with the lowest vote total of elected candidate to serve the three-year term)— Josh

Caplinger, Jared Henry, Garrett Lee, Tim Lichtley, Ben Muncie, and Joel Parsons.

 

Court of Appeals: (one to be elected for a one-year term)— Jane Muncie, Keith Ross, and Todd Stepp.

 

Olivet Nazarene University Trustee:  Assigned Ordained Minister (one to be elected for a three -year

term)— Ken Bushey, Andrew Johnson, and Sarah Ross.

 

The District SDMI Board recommends the following nominations for the 2020-2021 ballot which are

approved by this committee and made a part of this report:

 

SDMI Chairperson (elect one for a one-year term)— Doug Lane, Mark Roberts, and Jonathan Scott.

The committee recommends that wherever possible elections will be by plurality.

The committee recommends that voting will be by electronic means to be conducted July 16th and 17th.

All ties shall be broken by electronic voting by the DAC. 

 

District Nominating Committee 2019-2020:
Members Present: Tim Crump, chairman; Patrick Shay, secretary; Steve Beck, Christy Boes-Eubanks, Ken Bushey, PJ
Doerner, Todd Gotshall, James Hicks, Andrew Johnson, Doug Jones, Tim Lichtley, Bruce Marshall, Ben Muncie, Jane
Muncie, Ashley Nichols, Josh Nichols, Darin Nossett, Joel Parsons, Jason Riggle, Gary Ritter, Mark Roberts, Jonathan Scott,
Tim Scott, Todd Stepp, and Mark  Thompson. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE Report
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The committee recommends the following be elected with the approval of the District Nominating

Committee report:

That the District Advisory Board will serve as the District Home Missions Board and the District

Insurance Commission;

That the District Investment and Audit Committee will be composed as follows for the coming

year:   The District Superintendent, the District Treasurer, Steve Boggs, Steve Englert, Dede Jones

and Tom McCool;

That Real Estate and Titles held by the Southwest Indiana District Church of the Nazarene shall be

signed by the District Superintendent and the Secretary of the District Advisory Board.

TIMOTHY CRUMP, 

Chairman

PATRICK SHAY,

Secretary
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Looking Back

Who would have ever imagined all God would do through the faithful people who

comprise the Southwest Indiana District during this past year?  

 

Several months ago, SWID was ready and raring to move forward for the glory of God!

Summer camps, NYC, building projects, vacation bible schools, revivals, and the launching

of many missional endeavors were taking place all across the district. 

 

In July 2019, we gathered in Evansville for our NYI & NMI Conventions and our District

Assembly.   What an inspiring and exciting time!   A number of our churches were

experiencing substantial growth in worship and discipleship opportunities as we

progressed into the fall.   We held our annual Pastors & Mates Retreat in Louisville,

Kentucky. Our Children & Youth Bible Quizzing programs were placing the Word of God

deep in the heart of our young people. Our District NYI leadership hosted an amazing

Youth Lock-In, and in December, our pastors and staff, along with their families, gathered

at Valley Mission for a Christmas luncheon.

 

As we entered 2020, we began to hear news about a virus, Covid-19, which was starting to

impact people in a place so seemingly far away, China.  Little did we realize in a matter of a

few weeks, this virus would begin to affect our country, state, local communities, and

churches. Today, the virus circles the globe and impacts our entire world and way of life. 

Nevertheless, the ministries and mission of the Church of the Nazarene are alive and well as

our 2.6 million members who comprise our 30,875 churches continue to Make Christlike

Disciples in the Nations! 

 

Fortunately, pastors and churches across our district began to see the need for the latest

technology to both remain connected and to proclaim the Word of God while remaining

socially distanced.   In a matter of a few days, Facebook pages and websites were re-

designed, churches were offering online giving and streaming worship services and

conducting meetings through Zoom.  Many of our churches received technology grants up

to $5,000 that helped in this time of transition.  "Blessing Boxes" were built and stocked to

provide food and supplies for those in need.   Even pastoral care increased amid social

distancing as churches thought of creative and yet impactful ways of expressing love and

support.  I am grateful to report that the Southwest Indiana District rose to the challenge of

these unique days and continued fulfilling its mission of Making Christlike Disciples in the

Nations.  

Dr. Timothy W. Crump, District Superintendent

District superintendent's Report
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When we could not meet in our church facilities, several pastors began offering drive-in services

with an FM transmitter.  Rev. Robert Muncie, along with his wife, Jane, was the first to implement

this method of worship, and before long, a number of our churches followed suit.   A few of our

rural pastors realized that many of their people did not have internet availability and would be

unable to join them if they offered services on Facebook Live.  So, they prepared a weekly written

sermon manuscript along with prayer requests and discipleship materials.   One such pastor,

Matt Roberts, who serves our Haleysburg Church, regularly drove 100 miles each weekend to

personally deliver the good news to his people and community.

These past months have encouraged me as I realize so much more is possible in and through our

district and our godly and faithful pastors.   While we still face challenges, our churches and

pastors continue to implement creative ways to worship God and share the Good News of Jesus

Christ.  Today, while churches are open, many of our people have yet to return.   Thankfully, we

continue to provide a variety of ways people can gather for the worship and praise of God

In these ever-changing days, we implemented a Zoom Board of Ministry Meeting, where we

interviewed twenty-five ministerial candidates over video-conferencing.   As a result, we have

recommended three candidates (Rev. Aaron Gall, Rev. Todd Gotshall, and Rev. Travis Stamper) to

the District Advisory Committee for approval to be ordained in a service on Sunday, August 9, at

Columbus  First.   Also, the District Nominating Committee met through Zoom video

conferencing, and with the assistance of Philip (PJ) Doerner, we enabled our district to elect

leaders on July 16th-17th using Election Runner.

 

This year we recognize the retirement of four elders from our district. We are thankful for the

faithful ministry of Rev. William (Norma) Covey, Rev. Troy (Angie) DeKemper, Dr. James (Marilyn)

Hicks, and Rev. Robert (Jane) Muncie.   We are grateful for the 153 years of faithful ministerial

service these retirees have given on behalf of the Church of the Nazarene. 

 

Last fall, we also launched SWID’s School of Ministry under the leadership of Rev. Dale Stoops.

We are currently offering our third class and look forward to assisting men and women from

across the district as they prepare for ministry in response to the call of God upon their lives. 

 

This spring, we launched our first Ministerial Candidate Workshop at the Higher Ground Retreat

Center in West Harrison, Indiana.   This two-day event was created to further train and equip

those called into ministry.   Approximately 40 people gathered for this special weekend.   A

special thanks to Rev. Ken Bushey, Rev. & Mrs. Jason Riggle, Rev. Pat Shay, Dr. & Mrs. Garry Pate,

and my wife, Cindy, for their instruction and leadership. 

 

Our Mission Areas conducted workdays at Dana, Vincennes First & Evansville Beacon, where we

have relaunched our Haitian ministry with the assistance of Pastor Cathy West, and the people of

Evansville Faith.

 

God blessed our Youth & Children's camps in July as young people from across the district

experienced salvation and took significant strides as disciples of Jesus. 
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We offered many training opportunities as Dr. Phil Fuller, District Superintendent of the Virginia

District, was our featured speaker at our district-wide EQUIP in October.  In addition, we offered a

new pastor orientation and several zoom meetings with pastors and denominational leaders

such as Dr. David Graves and Dr. Robert Broadbooks in early 2020.

This year our District SDMI, under the leadership of Dr. James Hicks, sponsored an evening with

Dr. Les and Leslie Parrot entitled: “Fight Night!”  This event designed to help married couples was

simulcast at several locations across the district and serves as an example of how SDMI and the

district look to serve our local congregations in the future. 

 

Expressing Thanks

I want to express my sincere appreciation for Dr. David Graves, our jurisdictional General

Superintendent, who, throughout this year, has provided godly wisdom, timely guidance, and

encouragement for the future throughout the year.

 

This year we saw the sale of our District office building (amid Covid-19) located at 3827 Austin

Drive in Bedford, Indiana.   However, the District Office is alive and well as it is not brick and

mortar, but instead people who are giving themselves to serve the people of the Southwest

Indiana District and our wonderful Lord.  I want to thank our District Treasurer, Gary Ritter, for his

continued excellent work and ministry both for our local congregations and the district at large.

Rev. Matt Gargiulo, our District Operations & Technology Administrator, has faithfully and

effectively performed his duties as he serves the Lord and our district.  Rev. Pat Shay, our new

District Secretary, has completed his tasks as though he has been doing this job for years.

Together we form your district office and are here to serve.

I want to acknowledge the outstanding leadership provided by Rev. Mark Thompson, our District

Nazarene Youth International President, Christy Boes Eubanks, our District Nazarene Missions

International President, and Dr. James Hicks, our District Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries

International chairperson.  At this time, Dr. Hicks is retiring as our District SDMI Chairperson after

having served in this capacity for many years.  I want to thank Dr. Hicks for his strong emphasis

on discipleship and small groups and for his wise and faithful leadership.

 

The District Advisory Board comprised of Rev. Ken Bushey, Rev. Jane Muncie, Rev. Darin Nossett, 

Rev.  Andrew Johnson, Tim Scott, Doug Jones, Bruce Marshall, and Philip (PJ) Doerner has been

especially busy this year.   Words cannot even begin to express my appreciation for their

guidance and due diligence with so many challenging and yet important matters which we

dealt with this year. 

 

A special thank you goes to our Mission Area Directors: Dr. Todd Stepp, Rev. Jonathan Scott, Rev.

Todd Gotshall, Rev. Steve Beck, Rev. Ben Muncie, Rev. Mark Roberts, Rev. Joel Parsons, and Rev.

Tim Lichtley for their assistance and leadership across the district. 

 

The Compassion & Hope House has been distributing needed food and supplies monthly and is

preparing to launch a Celebrate Recovery ministry.  Special thanks to Treva Lukens, our director,

and the excellent board that leads our compassionate ministry center in Newberry.
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I am grateful to God for my family, for Cindy's love and constant support and for the blessings

God has bestowed upon us.  In January of this year, I had surgery for a detached retina, and Cindy

helped with the driving as I recovered.  Thankfully following a recent cataract surgery, the sight

in my eye is significantly improving.  I am so thankful for your prayers and a healing touch from

God!

Accountability

This year, I have preached, encouraged pastors and churches, and led or was a part of 79 church

board meetings.   I conducted nine pastoral reviews and installed seven pastors.  Once the virus

started impacting SWID, I conducted weekly Zoom services and Facebook Live preaching and

established a Youtube channel for churches without a pastor or whose pastor was

technologically challenged. I want to express my gratitude to Rev. Nathan Rogers, who provided

recorded worship for the Zoom services I held when we were unable to meet in our churches. I

am continuing to preach weekly using Facebook Live and then travel to a church on the district. 

 

A total of fifty-seven churches have paid all allocations in full. Five hundred and fifty-three people

were saved through the ministry of the churches on our district.   Sadly, twenty of our churches

reported no conversions through their ministry.  I would ask these pastors and churches to make

evangelism a high priority. We obviously can do better even in the season we find ourselves in

today.  We baptized 247 people and welcomed 183 New Nazarenes. 

 

We averaged 5,807 people in our weekly worship services.  This was a decrease of 43 people and

reflects not having services March-May which are typically some of our strongest months of

attendance.   The income of our churches this year was $9,762,891.   Our churches contributed

$500,759 to the World Evangelism Fund, $239,917 to Missional Specials, $182,918 to Pensions &

Benefits, and $449,799 to SWID, and $174,758 to Olivet Nazarene University. This year the District

Advisory Board voted to fully fund our financial commitment to Olivet Nazarene University by

sending $26,689 from the district funds bringing the total given for Olivet to $201,350. As a

district we believe we are better together!

Pastoral Reviews Conducted This Year

Church

Terre Haute Southside

Faith Community

St. Bernice

Kurtz

New Albany Christ's Community

Princeton New Life

Newburgh

Zion Community

Brownstown

Pastor

Pastor Dale Stoops

Pastor William Covey

Pastor Garrett Lee

Pastor Floyd Fisher

Pastor Dan McDowell

Pastor Andrew Johnson

Pastor Dennis King

Pastor Doug Lane

Pastor TIm Lichtley

Result

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation

Affirmation
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2019-2020 Fiscal Year

Organized Churches

Officially Disorganized

PAC/CTM/Multi-site

Total Congregations / Venues

Compassionate Ministries Centers

District Membership

Worship

Discipleship Ministries

Responsibility List

New Nazarenes

Conversions

Baptisms

75

2

5

80

1

7,837

5,807

4,891

11,744

183

553

247

(Dana, Owensville)

(Compassion & Hope House)

SWID Top Worship  # Increase

CHURCH

The Point

Mackey

Sullivan

Princeton New Life

Restoration

Faith Community

Orleans

Freetown

Valley Mission

Chandler

Cory Community

Jasper

Nashville Parkview

St. Bernice

2019

665

308

36

201

166

91

38

12

106

25

164

33

160

23

2020

765

372

54

215

177

99

45

17

111

29

168

37

164

30

 Increase

100

64

18

14

11

8

7

5

5

4

4

4

4

4

% Change

15 %

21 %

50 %

7 %

7 %

9 %

18 %

42 %

5 %

16 %

2 %

12 %

3 %

15 %
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SWID Top Worship  %  Increase

CHURCH

Sullivan

Freetown

Mackey

Orleans

Chandler

St. Bernice

The Point

Dale

Jasper

Boonville

Family Fellowship

Terre Haute Southside

2019

36

12

308

38

25

26

665

15

33

20

20

20

2020

54

17

372

45

29

30

765

17

37

22

22

22

 Increase

18

5

64

7

4

4

100

2

4

2

2

2

% Change

50 %

42 %

21 %

18 %

16 %

15 %

15 %

13 %

12 %

10 %

10 %

10 %

Bare Minimum Churches

(A minimum of three people saved, baptized, and became New Nazarenes)

Bicknell

Bloomington First

Clarksville Parkwood

Crossroads Community

Kurtz

Mackey

Nashville Parkview

Princeton New Life

Rockport

Spencer

Sullivan

Terre Haute First

The Point

Wellspring

Zion Community

Rev. Brad Delp

Dr. James Hicks

Rev. Mark Roberts

Rev. Floyd Fisher

Rev. Jared Henry

Rev. Jason Riggle

Rev. Andrew Johnson

Rev. Brett Cieslack

Rev. Gary Davey

Rev. Todd Gotshall

Rev. Denny Wilson

Rev. Steve Greene

Rev. Chet Todd

Rev. Doug Lane

Finances at a Glance (Churches on District)

Church Income

WEF Giving

Mission Specials

ONU Giving

District Giving

P&B Giving

Indebtedness

9,762,891

500,759

239,917

201,350*

449,799

182,918

4,120,321

*Includes $26,669 paid by District to bring us to 100% payment for Olivet.
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Navigating the Future

This year, our lead pastors and district leaders will receive a compass with the inscription: 

 

“Navigating The Future”

Isaiah 30:21

Southwest Indiana District

Church of the Nazarene

 

It is my hope this gift will serve as a reminder that we are on a journey and need divine guidance

along the way.   Isaiah 30:21 declares: “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will

hear a voice behind you, saying, this is the way, walk in it.” 

 

So often, we believe our eyes should focus on the future, as though it is a destination that awaits

our arrival.   However, I would suggest we turn and look to the past and discover God’s continual

presence and power.  Then we need to keep our eyes upon Him, and in faith, walk backward into

the future.  All across Southwest Indiana, God will direct us if we will listen for His voice.  

 

We need to continue to travel the highway of holiness and proclaim and live a message of

humility, grace, forgiveness, and hope. We have places to go and people to encounter.   We will

need to be strategic and intentional and our focus must be upon those who have yet to

experience the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our world is changing, but the need for

Jesus has never been more evident than today.   May the Holy Spirit be our guide, and may the

courage and boldness which comes from being God's people be apparent in the days ahead. 

The future is always nearer than we think.  Rather than seeking a forecast regarding tomorrow,

we need to keep our focus on the God who has created and sustained us.  

 

On every compass, there are four clear directions one can travel: North, East, West, and South.

The first letters of these four words form an acrostic that spell the word: NEWS.   We dare not

forget the final instructions of Jesus found in Matthew 28:19-20 which declares:

 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  and teaching them to obey everything I have

commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

            

May we keep our eyes focused on God and our ears attentive to His voice, and may our hearts

and lives declare the Good NEWS of Jesus Christ!  The future begins now! What you do today will

impact the future!  So what are you waiting for? Let’s get about the work of the Kingdom of God! 

Who is going to plant a church? Or add a new site or venue?   This very moment, you can take

steps you have never considered before and accomplish what only God can do with a willing and

committed person.  

 

In the lyrics to the song, “Find Us Faithful," Steve Green expresses my heart today as he declares:

We're pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road, and those who've gone before us line the way,
cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary, their lives a stirring testament to God's sustaining grace.
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Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us run the race not only for the prize but as those who've
gone before us, let us leave to those behind us, the heritage of faithfulness passed on thru godly lives.

O may all who come behind us find us faithful, may the fire of our devotion light their way. 
May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe, and the lives we live inspire them to obey. 
O may all who come behind us find us faithful.

After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone, and our children sift thru all we've left behind, 
may the clues that they discover, and the memories they uncover, become the light that leads them, 
to the road we each must find.

It is my privilege to serve the wonderful people of the Southwest Indiana District Church of the

Nazarene as we navigate the future together, for the glory of God.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dr. Timothy Crump

District Superintendent

Southwest Indiana District
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Dr. Graves, Dr. Crump, and Assembly delegation,

 

I bring to you my tenth and final report as your District SDMI Chair.  It has been a rewarding ten

years, and I look forward to what lies ahead under new leadership.  I know God has great things

ahead for SWID SDMI.

 

As we look back to this past year, it has been an unusual and interesting year.  The Coronavirus

that hit during the year not only affected our churches, but also the ministries of our District

SDMI.  Our annual District Ladies’ Day in April 2020 and the District Prime Time banquets in April

& May 2020 had to be cancelled.  The Children’s Camp, and our Family Fun Day at Holiday World

in June had to be cancelled.  With all of these cancellations, our kids, teens, and adults took it all

in stride.   I want to thank each and every one for their willingness to see that safety was more

important than meeting together for these endeavors.

 

Ten years ago, I said that the business of SDMI is more than training the mind.   SDMI includes

transforming the heart.   This means we are more than programs and events such as Sunday

School, Small Groups, Kids’ Camp, Ladies’ Day, Men’s Breakout, and more.   Ultimately, we are

about application of truth so that people’s minds are more than informed; their lives are

transformed.

 

Secondly, the business of SDMI is to discover new ways that will reach people for Christ.   New

ways always include being open to the Holy Spirit as He teaches us and a willingness to include

new people He brings into our lives.  As leaders, training new SDMI leaders and watching them

succeed becomes a payday of personal satisfaction.   

 

A third aspect of the business of SDMI is to emphasize accountability concerning discipleship. 

We must constantly be aware it is possible to have church programs such as Sunday School and

Small Groups and still fall short of being about the Master’s business of making disciples.   Each

church needs to track who in the church is actually discipling someone else, as well as tracking if

individual classes and ministries are being effective in discipling individuals.   The ultimate

purpose for SDMI ministry on the district and in the local church is to produce more disciples for

the glory of God.

 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me

and I learn.”   SDMI is not just about telling a story or teaching a class; it is involving, discipling,

and mentoring our students and those under our influence so they can learn.  Whether a Sunday

School teacher or Small Group leader, we must as Saint Gregory of Nyssa described, chew on our

lessons so they will appear mouth-watering to those in our classes (paraphrased), and then

involve others in the practice of what we are teaching.

Dr. James R. Hicks, Chairman

SDMI Chairman Report
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I want to personally thank those who have so faithfully labored this year in the area of SDMI.  We

have a great SDMI Board and they exhibit a real passion in the areas of Sunday School and Small

Groups.   The District SDMI Board consists of:  Dr. Timothy Crump, Bethany Burnett, Rev. Joshua

Caplinger, Alissa DeKemper, Rev. Andrew Johnson, Dede Jones, Rev. Doug Lane, Rev. Jonathan

Scott, Christina Shay, and Rev. Dale Stoops.   Christy Eubanks and Rev. Mark Thompson serve as

ex-officio members. The commitment, advice, and encouragement from each of these is truly

appreciated.

Throughout the year, SDMI has ministered to all age groups across our District.  Rev. Doug Lane

has done an outstanding job as the District Adult Ministries Director and has been assisted by

Tom Bush as Prime Time Director, Rachel Roll as Women’s Director, and Rev. Mark Roberts as

Men’s Director.   Rev. Dale Stoops served as our Children’s Ministries Director and has been

assisted by McKenzie Woolsey as our Children’s Quizzing Director, and Tom McCool as our Kids’

Camp Director.   Thanks to all of these for a job well done.   You will be blessed for the lives you

have touched.

Something new our District SDMI initiated this year was showing a simulcast entitled “Fight

Night.”   This was a Valentine event to strengthen marriages specifically and relationships in

general.   The virtual meeting was held at the same time in five different locations across our

District.   The leadership team made up of Rev. Doug Lane, Steve Boggs, Rev. Marlin Betts, Rev.

Jonathan Scott, and myself worked out the details as 480 participated from across our District. 

Praise be to God!

 

With the Pandemic occurring in March 2020, we discontinued counting our Sunday School and

Discipleship groups for the remainder of the church year.  In calculating for only nine months, we

had a decrease of 351 from last year in our Sunday School attendance.  However, we had an

increase of 600 in our Discipleship Groups.  Meeting in Small Groups at a variety of times during

the week continues to be very appealing to a growing number of our churches.  Our overall SDMI

attendance for the year was 4,913.  As we move forward into the new year, let us continue being

persistent in reaching out to those within and outside of our church. 

 

Ultimately, the success of both Sunday School and Small Groups rely on the movement of the

Holy Spirit.   However, we must remember that we are truly the special tools to be used toward

that success.   Since the beginning of the Sunday School movement in Britain in the 1700s, and

the small group movement of Jesus with His own disciples, both have proven to be successful

when implemented within God’s purpose.   Willie Robertson on the TV program Duck Dynasty

once said that “we tend to hold on to things - to hold on to memories.” The philosophical Willie

then added, “we have to let go of things to have room for new memories.”   Let us, as a District,

truly realize our greatest memories have not yet occurred.  As we move from where we are and

venture into His new presence, our Sunday Schools and Small Groups will be transformed into

true joys and rich, fun experiences.  

Winston Churchill once said, “the farther backward you can look, the farther forward you are

likely to see.”  This is true spiritually as we understand the New Testament better by looking into

the Old Testament.  It is also a true statement concerning relationships.  We can look back over

our lives and see how we have needed others in the past and still need them today.  From the

cradle to the time we enter our graves, we need relationships with other people.  
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We were never intended to mature spiritually, serve, or worship God as isolated Christians.

People who are not part of a small group can begin to feel alone and void of a spiritual

community.  Individual quiet times are necessary as the Scripture admonishes us to “be still and

know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).   However, Paul is insistent that we also need to grow

spiritually by being connected to others.  In fact, the head of the Church, Christ, is connected to

the church body and not just isolated individuals.   Colossians 2:19 reads, “the Head, from whom

the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes

it to grow.”

On a final note, let me say that SDMI is very dear to my heart.  I have thoroughly enjoyed being on

the District SDMI Board for these thirty-two years, ten of those as District SDMI Chair.  Also, for

the past several years, I have enjoyed serving on our USA/Canada SDMI task force to research

new ways to make SDMI more effective.  This has included me having the privilege of serving as

the Educational Field Coordinator for the Central USA Region for SDMI.  It has truly been my joy

to serve alongside eight other Field Coordinators in challenging and encouraging other SDMI

Chairs at their District levels.

Mentoring and coaching others has been a passion of mine. I love the one-on-one teaching in a

small group.   Watching someone leave his/her comfort zone or stretching to new heights

spiritually is very rewarding.   Don’t take your groups for granted.   Don’t forget you are their

spiritual leader.  Each person looks to you for spiritual leadership.  Keep your heart open to God’s

leading.  Lean on Him as you teach and facilitate.  You may have those times that you would like

to quit because you wonder if what you are saying is sinking in.  Your students may not tell you

they learned something every week; however, bathe in those times that they do tell you.  It will

encourage you to keep going.   I believe if you really enjoy doing something, you will not burn

out.   You may get tired or discouraged but, in those times, you can rely on your call and look

higher than yourself to the One who will refill you and re-energize you for the days ahead.

My prayer for you this coming year is simply this:   “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and

peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”

(Romans 15:13).

Continue teaching!   Continue coaching!   Continue facilitating!   Continue making Christlike

disciples wherever you serve!  You will reap a great harvest if you don’t give up!

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. James R. Hicks
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Dr. Crump and Members of SWID NMI,

I bring to you my third report as SWID NMI President. Wow! What a year! This year is so different

in some many ways. Today, I should be standing in front of a great group of Nazarenes from

Southwest Indiana. Instead, people all across SWID are reading this from their homes. I so wish I

could be sharing this in person. I miss being together physically as a SWID NMI body. 

But know what? God is still the same rather we meet in person or if we just read this report from

our homes! God has not changed and our work to further His Kingdom has not changed. Now

more than ever the people of Southwest Indiana must continue to be a LIGHT for Him during

these very dark times. Acts 13:47 states, "For so the Lord has commanded us, 'I HAVE PLACED

YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAY BRING SALVATION TO THE END OF THE

EARTH.'"

NMI remains the same. We are still ONE PEOPLE! Our purpose remains to mobilize the Church of

the Nazarene in missions through: PRAYING, GIVING, EDUCATING, and ENGAGING CHILDREN

AND YOUTH.”

The Nazarene Church now ministers in 163 world areas. In February of 2020, the General Board

approved official entrance into the following world area: Africa Region—Central African Republic.

Praise God! In 2019, there were 586 missionaries from 67 world areas. Of this, 360 are global

deployed and 226 are sponsored deployed. Last year alone, 86 new missionaries were added.

Within these missionary families, there are 312 missionary kids. Isn’t it exciting that SWID is one

tiny part of the body that makes-up the Church of the Nazarene Worldwide.  

I am proud to say that SWID NMI is alive and well even in the midst of a national pandemic. We

are still praying, giving, educating, and engaging children and youth!   This wouldn’t be possible

without the wonderful District NMI Council members that shine their lights brightly across SWID.

I am so grateful for these council members:

Lillian Pursell, Renee Johnson, Marilyn Hicks, Debbie Betts, Jarren Rogers, Michael Elliott,

Lydia Elliott, Marci Lichtley, Beth Brown, Sarah Ross, Shelia Thompson, Sonya Nixon

Gotshall, Doug Jones, Ken Walker, Dave Lynn, Janet Ritter, Ron Ritter, Ashley Diaz, Carrie

Burris, Bethany Burnett, and Treva Lukens.

Thank you for your countless hours of serving God through missions and letting your light shine

brightly wherever you are. 

Christy Boes Eubanks, NMI President

NMI President Report
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Matthew 5:14-16 says, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it

gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that

they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” All ages on SWID, are crucial

to “Lighting Our World” right here in Southwest Indiana as well as globally. Each of us has a

light, HIS light to shine brightly!

At the end of the District NMI Convention last year, I gave the following challenge for SWID

NMI: “Who will take your candle and go light your world? Remember even the smallest light

can make a difference in the darkest night. Charles Spurgeon said, “The Bible is not the light of

the world, it is the light of the Church. But the world does not read the Bible, the world reads

Christians! You are the light of the world.” Will we be the Light in our world that helps others

see? I challenged SWID to “hold out our candles for all to see them”. May we not shine our own

light but may we always reflect and shine His light.”

Our prayer for Southwest Indiana for this past church year was “Jesus, Lord of our salvation,

Savior of our souls. Jesus, King of every nation, this world’s only hope, send us out to the world

to make you known.” May We “Go Light Our World”. I know our prayer was heard this past year

as we look back and see all that was accomplished for advancing the Kingdom of God through

SWID NMI. 

NMI has 5 Top Areas of Impact. These areas are World Evangelism Fund (WEF), Alabaster

Offering, Links, Prayer, and Engage Children and Youth. Let’s see our God used SWID to impact

“our mission fields” through these areas of impact.

World Evangelism Fund (WEF) is the key to the fulfillment of our mission. The purpose

of WEF is to sustain valuable ministries through consistent mission funding. WEF fuels

the Church of the Nazarene’s mission. The WEF goal for SWID was $498,210.58! SWID

gave $500,395.89! Our WEF is PAID IN FULL! This is over $23,000 more than was given

last year. All but one church participated in giving to the World Evangelism Fund. That

means seventy-four churches gave to WEF. In fact, sixty churches gave 100% or more to

WEF! How amazing is that even during this time of COVID-19! God is good! SWID is a

beacon of light during these dark days.

We have thirty-four churches that have received the Church of Excellence Award

because of their giving to WEF. To do this, the church paid at least 5.7% or greater of

their income for WEF. The churches receiving Church of Excellence are:

Bloomington Eastview, Bloomington First, Brazil, Brownstown, Cayuga, Columbus

First, Dale, Evansville Faith, Evansville Grace, Faith Community, Francisco, Freedom,

Freetown, Georgetown, Grandview, Greencastle, Harmony Chapel, House of Faith

(Carbon), Jasper, Mackey, Newburgh New Life, Oakland City, Odon, Point Township,

Restoration, Rockport, Shoals, Spencer, Springs Valley, St. Bernice, Sullivan, Union

Chapel, Valley Mission, and Zion Community! 

Thank you churches for being faithful in giving this past year! We cannot out give God.

1
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All contributions to Alabaster are used to construct churches, clinics, schools,

parsonages, district centers, and to purchase land. No funds are used for administrative

costs. SWID gave $40,388.40 this year. This is an increase of over $3,000 from last year.

Thank you for giving to this important work. Remember, there is no specific goal for

Alabaster. Alabaster Offering is usually in September and February. However, monies

can be received throughout the year.

LINKS strategically connects Nazarene missionaries and Nazarene churches through

prayer, personal contact, and generous giving. This gives each church an opportunity to

become personally connected with a missionary family and their field of service. We ask

that each church participate not only in prayer but by giving to their links family. This is

a personal gift that goes straight to the missionaries and can be used for whatever

needs they may have. Our Links missionaries need us. We are their extended family. 

The SWID Links Missionaries through 2022 are Carol Rittenhouse from Costa Rica and

Stephane & Sandra Tibi from Germany-Switzerland. Please remember your Link families

throughout the year and above all please pray for them. 

Prayer is the fourth area of impact. Prayer is the lifeblood of all that we do. Through

prayer, we are connected to our brothers and sisters in Christ across the globe. Let us

never forget to pray for our missionary families, our churches, and all of those around us.

We do not know what our missionaries are facing daily. Pray for their protection and

that God will use them in a might way. Pray for guidance, wisdom, and strength. Pray

for peace and comfort as they are away from their families. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV)

says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

The last area of impact is Engage Children and Youth. NMI encourages all churches to

involve children and youth in all mission endeavors and to nurture them as they seek to

respond to HIS call. 

All churches are encouraged to include all ages, including children and youth in

missions. We must engage them, empower them, equip them, expose them, encourage

them, and excite them as it relates to missions. God is still calling children and youth

into fulltime ministry of serving him through missions. As a district, we must help

nurture that call. We must be intentional and encourage and engage every child and

teen in the mission of God in our local communities and around the world.

SWID was able to engage our children and youth for missions this past year. Children

from fifteen SWID churches got involved with giving to missions through the VBS

offering. Our SWID children gave $4,111.17 to Kids of the Word Kids Reaching Kids

mission offering project. During Children’s Camp last June 2019, our children were able

to enjoy learning from our Missionary in Residence at Camp. Our very own Sarah Ross

was able to spend the week with the children teaching them many aspects of what is

like to be a missionary.
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This year’s theme for the children’s offering is Discipling the Disciplers of Children. As

with God’s discipling of Moses, the proper discipling of children’s leaders and workers is

essential to the fulfillment of God’s mission for all children, everywhere. Through your

giving, the Kids Reaching Kids offering will provide the disciplers of children with the

needed resources to fulfill God’s mission in their church and communities. 

During SWID teen camp last summer, the teens spent time doing service projects

around the campground and in the Cincinnati area. They were also able to attend

workshops that highlighted ways to answer the call, to serve Jesus, and to be a light

wherever they are. Unfortunately, our Teen C.A.R.E Corps trip to Trinidad had to be

canceled this year due to the pandemic. It is our hope that we will be able to schedule

another trip soon so our teens have the opportunity to participate in life changing trip. I

am grateful for the partnership that SWID NMI has with SDMI and NYI as we work

together to provide opportunities for our children and youth. 

In order to be a Missions Priority One Church, a church must participate in all 5 Areas of

Impact. We have 54 churches to recognize as a Missions Priority One Church. This is an

increase from last year! Thank you for praying, teaching, giving of your time, involving children

and youth, supporting WEF by meeting your 5.5% goal, participating in Alabaster, and

remembering your Links. Missions Priority One churches are:

Bloomington Eastview, Bloomington First, Booneville, Brazil, Brownstown, Cayuga,

Chandler, Columbus First, Community of Hope, Cory, Crossroads Community,

Crothersville, Dale, Evansville Faith, Evansville Grace, Faith Community, Family

Fellowship, Freedom, Freetown, Georgetown, Grandview, Greencastle, Harmony Chapel,

Heartland, House of Faith (Carbon), Jasper, Kurtz, Mackey, Nashville Parkview, New

Albany Christ’s Community, Newburgh, Oakland City, Odon, Orleans, Petersburg, Peter

Switch, Point Township, Princeton New Life, Restoration, Rockport, Rockville, Shoals,

Spencer, Springs Valley, St. Bernice, Stinesville, Sullivan, Tell City, Union Chapel, Valley

Mission, Vincennes, Washington, Winslow, and Zion Community.

THANK YOU for “Being the Light” this past church year in your local communities and around

the world. 

It makes me sad to report that we had to cancel several mission activities this year that mean

so much to our district. In addition to canceling the youth mission trip, we also had to cancel

the Work & Witness (W&W) trip to Honduras that was scheduled for April. I appreciate the

leadership of Doug Jones. We are anxiously awaiting a new date so the work can still happen.

Please be praying that the details for this will work out for the fall. These trips are not possible

without the Lifeline funds being donated. A Lifeline membership is $40 for the year. This

money is needed so the materials can be purchased for our W&W trips. We ask that each

church strive to have a membership goal equal to 10% of your morning worship average

attendance.

Dave Lynn was able to make a trip in September to deliver Crisis Care Kits to the warehouse in

Pennsylvania. He has made 26 trips for SWID so far! We appreciate his dedication to this

ministry. Unfortunately the spring trip and collection of Crisis Care Kits had to be canceled.
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Calvary Community Fellowship partnered with the Salvation Army and gave scarves,

gloves, and hats as well as non-perishable food items.

House of Faith helps support a backpack ministry for Clay County that helps feed students

on the weekend and when they aren’t in school. 

Restoration partnered with a local men’s warming center to provide meals, volunteers, and

supplies. They also raised enough funds to pay for a full-time staff member at the shelter.

Rockport teaches a monthly missions curriculum to the children that attend there.

Valley Mission set-up a booth at the county fair and sponsor several children through

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries. As a district, forty-four churches sponsored children.

This equals $30,792.76. Thanks for being a light to these children around the world.

Zion Community had two adults take a mission trip to Ecuador. They also donated goods

and services to their local food pantry. Stay tuned to hear more about their support and

work with the new women’s shelter which is called Sojourn House. It is located right here

on SWID.

Family Fellowship has a Blessing Box located in front of their building. They keep this full

of hygiene supplies, food, books, clothes, shoes, etc. Throughout the year, people come all

hours of the day to give a blessing or receive a blessing. This church is also working on

gathering items for the Appalachian Outreach Program in Eastern Kentucky,

Columbus First partners with a Nazarene District in Honduras. They also help serve the

homeless and less fortunate during the month of April at a hot meal site in town. The

church partners with the Clothesline ministry that provides clothing for children that enter

the foster care system in Bartholomew County. The clothes are washed and stored at the

church.

SWID gave 70 diaper bags to Karen’s Place Maternity Center as part of the Appalachian

Outreach Program on the Eastern Kentucky District. 

SWID NYI gave $2,000 to Appalachian Outreach Program!

God continues to use the Jesus Film to reach thousands of people that have never heard

the good news. SWID had sixteen churches that gave $26,745.22 towards spreading the

gospel through the Jesus Film.

Thirty-four churches gave to World Mission Broadcast. SWID was able to raise $6,622 to

help produce programs in multiple languages and countries. Hello, Future!

A total of $254,803.81 was given through mission specials from our district.

We hope to resume this very important project soon. Dave was still able to take 60 boxes

which is 360 crisis care kits. If churches have boxes ready to send, please go ahead and send

them to the warehouse. We are not sure when another trip can be planned.

Our spring missionary tour was scheduled to begin April 1. Unfortunately, Covid-19 appeared

just weeks before this. Janet Ritter spent countless hours preparing for this. We appreciate her

hard work with this area. Please pray for Samuel and Supranee Yangmi as they continue to

serve in Southeast Asia. At this time, we are not able to schedule a missionary tour for this next

year. However, we are hoping this will change by the spring.

In the midst of this darkness and these cancellations, SWID was still able to be the Light in our

local neighborhoods, around Southwest Indiana, throughout the United States, and globally.

Here are just a few examples of what churches across SWID did this past year to shine His light

brightly:
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Thank you, the people of SWID, for continuing to do your part, our part to “be witnesses in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

There is a popular song out right now titled Be a Light. Here are some of the lyrics:

“In a time of war, be peace…

In a world full of hate, be a light…

Don’t hide in the dark, you were born to shine...

In a world full of hate, be a light…

In a place that needs change, make a difference…

In a world full of hate, BE A LIGHT.”

May our goal be to be that Light every day. May our lights never burn out. Mother Teresa once

said, “Often you can see power lines running alongside the street. Unless current is flowing

through them, there is no light. The power line is you and I! The current is God! We have the

power to allow the current to flow through us and thus to generate the light of the world:

JESUS - or to refuse to be used and, thus, allow the darkness to spread.” We are indeed the

light of the world--but only if our switch is turned on.

My prayer and hope for this next year is that SWID will continue to be the Light for Jesus in this

dark world! Remember, we aren’t called to shine our own light; we are called to reflect HIS!

      

I challenge all of us to be the light in the world that helps others see! 

John 8:12 says, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who

follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”

Respectfully Submitted,

Christy Boes Eubanks

SWID District NMI President

150



TEEN CAMP 2019 – For the 5th year in a row, we returned to Higher Group Campground.

Beyond all the fun that was had (it was a lot!), the lasting memory will be the power of the

Spirit’s presence each and every time we gathered for services. Hearing the testimonies of

transformed lives and students answering the call of God never gets old! Thanks to Josh

Caplinger and Bruce Marshall for all your work in directing Teen Camp as well as all the

volunteers who served SWID students all week at Camp.

NYC 2019 – Wow! NYC never disappoints and 2019’s event was no different. Praise be to God for

an incredible week of growth, learning, transformation, and a lot of fun! BIG thanks to Jason

Riggle and Michael Elliott for your great leadership in making it possible for 144 of us to

experience this event together.

QUIZZING – Quizzing had another great year! Great competition, fun, and relationship building

happens every month at our meets. We are thankful for the opportunities quizzers had as they

studied the word of God and enjoyed being around encouraging friends. Thanks to Garrett Lee,

Tim Scott, and Ian Hartsook who share the leadership duties for quizzing and do a great job!

LOCK-IN – We were back at Rose Hulman for the 3rd time in November. The Lock-In continues

to be our biggest event every year in terms of attendance. Following a great opening concert,

the night was filled with a lot of fun, food, and great fellowship. Brad Delp does a great job

leading this event and Breanna Gile did a great job organizing the registration. Thanks guys for

all your work making it another success!

YES (Youth Equipped to Serve) – Thank you, Karolyn Parsons, for leading our YES Ministry. We

appreciate your willingness to share resources as you come across them and make yourself

available for students exploring a call to vocational ministry.

Pastor Tim, SWID NYI Council, pastors, youth workers, students, family & friends,

I bring to you my fifth report as SWID NYI President. I continue to be humbled by the opportunity

to lead such a great group of young people and leaders across this great district. It is no secret our

district, country, and world are experiencing unprecedented days. The team of NYI Presidents,

volunteer youth leaders, youth pastors, and pastors across our district who continue to imagine

week after week how to remind young people there is hope in Jesus… you all are the BEST! And I

am proud of our students; we have the best! They lead us by their devotion to Christ and their

passion to serve the world. Their resiliency has been evident. They continue to make a difference

in the midst of uncertainty and unrest. It’s ALL because of Jesus! ALL of this is because of Him!

I give glory to God for what has been accomplished for the Kingdom this past year! 

A few highlights…

Rev. Mark Thompson, NYI President

NYI President Report
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CELEBRATE LIFE – Thank you to Nick McDowell who did a great job organizing our district

Celebrate Life event! Although we were not able to make it up to Olivet this year, I am

thankful we were still able to afford young people the opportunity to use theirs gifts and

passions for God’s glory!

YOUTH MINISTRY CONFERENCE – We had 22 youth workers from 10 churches join us at

Nashville Parkview Church for a morning and afternoon of training, resourcing, and

fellowship. Thanks to Jason & Amanda Riggle and the crew from Nashville Parkview Church

for being great hosts and providing a great lunch!

We have had another great year of leadership from our SWID NYI COUNCIL. Thanks for your

support throughout this year! Your advice and wisdom always have an impact on what we are

doing and where we are headed. Thanks for your willingness to seek God’s guidance and serve

SWID NYI with your great leadership!

Our EXECUTIVE COUNCIL has stepped up again with excellent leadership throughout the year. I

continue to ask a whole lot out of Travis Stamper, Jennifer Caplinger, and Amanda Riggle. These

three talented and wise leaders have been up for every step! And I couldn’t be any more grateful.

Our times of brainstorming, prayer, and support for one another have been life-giving. Thanks for

your great leadership!

We want to recognize those churches who actively participate on the district and have had an

active local NYI as well. The churches receiving HONOR NYI for the 2019-2020 year are:

Bloomington Eastview, Bloomington First, Brazil, Cory Community, Kurtz, Mackey,

Nashville Parkview, Restoration, Rockville, St. Bernice, Terre Haute First, Union Chapel, and

Zion Community. 

Congratulations to these churches!

In order to give my best to the District NYI President position and lead to the best of my ability,

there are areas/people in my life that I ask to make sacrifices on my behalf. To my church

family/church board/Pastor Ken… you have supported me every step of the way this year. I have

never once doubted your belief in me and the tasks for which I am responsible. Thank you! To

the youth team at Restoration; Shannon, Kyla, Jim, Heather, Allyson, Miranda… you continue to

show me consistently how to love students well. You inspire me! I know the principles we share

across the district throughout the year can work because of your commitment to help students

take the next step in their faith. Thank you! To Allyson, Asher, Levi… no doubt, the greatest

sacrifice has been made by you. You've handled the extra hours in the office, a few more trips

away for daddy with grace, understanding, and unwavering support. Allyson, not a day goes by I

am not grateful for the opportunity God gave me to share life with you. You are the best!

And finally, thank you Jesus! You are my Savior, my Sanctifier, and my Sustainer. You have proven

time and time again your grace is sufficient. Your presence has never wavered and always

remained constant throughout the year. I am forever grateful!
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SO…Where do we grow from here???

I met with Pastor Tim early this year, before the world was shaken up, to talk about plans for our

2020 NYI Convention. I shared with him then how I felt the Lord was leading me to share a word

about proximity; nearness in space, time, or relationship. The irony of this topic connected with

the situation our world faces is not lost on me. And yet I wonder…could the Lord still be inviting us

to consider new ways to draw near to Him and minister in new ways in order to continue to draw

near the lost, the broken, the voiceless? At a time of great caution concerning physical space

(appropriately so!), what does it look like to live in proximity to God, our neighbor, our

communities?

God, out of His great love for humanity, showed us what proximity looked like by coming near to

us, moving into our neighborhood (John 1:14, Philippians 2:1-11). In our moment of despair, God

draws near! Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house. He touched the leper. He invited the kids to come. He

spent his last meal dining with the betrayer, the denier, those who would desert him in his

greatest hour of need. And ultimately, he provided the way for us to draw near to God through his

death and resurrection. God demonstrated how much he desires us to be near to Him by coming

near to us! Proximity is messy, isn’t it? It is easier to keep your distance. However, when you get

close, darkness becomes illuminated, the lost are given a name, their “problems” become our

problems, “issues” have a face. Being near another requires a lot of prayer, time, and great sacrifice.

Jesus is not asking us to do anything he has not already done for us! We can no longer stay on our

side of the street, but are invited by God to stop, cross the street and try to make a difference in

our world by drawing near the lost and the broken (Luke 10:25-37). This is what love requires!

Jonathan David Smith says, “Proximity dispels ignorance and creates collaboration, understanding

and compassion.” Although we face challenges like never before to proximity within space, I still

believe the message and hope of living in proximity to God and others is critical in these days!

There are a few ways I believe it would be good for us to consider proximity across our district.

We must begin by talking about our need to draw near to God. One thing I know about the future

is this—we don’t know much about what the future holds for our country and world! With so much

uncertainty, I am grateful we don’t have to step into tomorrow alone. As questions about our new

normal abound, we serve a God who is not shaken by uncertainty. He is trustworthy and will lead

us! But we must be willing to draw near to Him. WE HAVE THE BEST YOUTH WORKERS ON OUR

DISTRICT! Pastor, SS teacher, quiz coach, youth worker, college student trying to find your

way...these are trying days in many ways. Are you tired? I get it! Don't let the enemy tempt you into

believing you aren't making a difference. YOU ARE! Now is not the time to give up on the next

generation. Keep fighting for their hearts. God is still at work! Stay near to Him. Remember, we

cannot lead students to a place we are not. Is your talking about God outpacing your listening and

talking to God? Continue to carve out space in your daily routine to pause and draw near to Him!

We want to continue to offer training, resources, and the space to rest in God’s goodness to our

youth workers throughout the year. If you are like me, you are open to any tips and resources to

meet students where they are living! Mark your calendar for September 19, 2020 for the National

Day of Volunteer Youth Ministry Training. There will be locations all across the district where you

can join thousands of youth workers from across the nation coming together to rest within the

grace of God and grow in our understanding of how best to minister to students and families in

these days.
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When talking about proximity, we have to consider where students spend most of their time.

Students spend majority of their time at home and at school. To reach students with the good

news of Jesus, it begs us to consider how do we better partner with parents, guardians,

grandparents, families as well as schools? There are a couple of resources that we will be sharing

more about throughout this year to help in these areas.

We have been reminded the last few months of the importance and significance of spiritual

formation within the home. Axis is an organization that is committed to helping caring adults

navigate teen culture through a biblical lens to equip them for meaningful conversations that

build lifelong connections. Axis has produced a lot of great resources to help families navigate

our culture with a Christ-centered perspective; parent guides, conversation kits, culture

translator among other things. Normally a church would pay $1,000 in order to have access to

their resources. We are excited to share through a partnership Central Field NYI has made with

Axis, your church can receive access to ALL their content to share with any family in your church

and community for $50 this year!

Although access to schools may look a little different this fall, there are still opportunities for our

students to reach their campus for Christ. I mentioned earlier I felt God laying this on my heart in

January. At a District Leadership Conference in March, Justin Pickard, USA/Canada NYI Director,

shared a similar vision for the upcoming year for all of USA/Canada. What would it look like if

every youth group, every church across our district (and country) adopted a school in order to

spread an unstoppable movement of prayer, care, and sharing the good news of Jesus at our

schools? With the help of Campus Alliance (www.everyschool.com), Campus Mission

(https://nyiconnect.com/campus-mission/) and connecting with one another (as many of you are

already doing this well!), I believe we can make an impact like never before at our middle

schools, high schools, colleges and universities.

Danielle Strickland says, “Jesus’ example is always to send us, always to lead us across divisional

lines. Let us go to the other side. Proximity is a key that opens the door to mutuality. Jesus is

always inviting us to follow Him to places we wouldn’t normally go. Don’t be afraid – let love lead

you.” May God give us the courage to love as he has loved us!

I want to close the same way I have closed my previous four reports with a very simple, yet

powerful prayer. May these words be true of all of our hearts today…

O Creator and mighty God, You have promised strength for the weak, rest for the laborers,

light for the way, grace for the trials, help from above, unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

O Creator and mighty God, help us to continue in your promise. Amen.

Thank you again for the honor to lead.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Thompson
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SWID NMI Departmental Budget
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SWID NYI Departmental Budget
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The SWID Church Properties Board met throughout the church year 2019-2020 to conduct business

related to property matters for local Nazarene churches of SWID.  Meetings were conducted in person and

electronically.

 

The Church Properties Board has continued to work and simplify the Properties Request Form and the

Properties Manual. Thank you to the entire board for their work and input; special thanks is offered to Rev.

Pat Shay and Mr. Tim Scott for their work of writing and editing much of the form and manual that was

presented to the Properties Board and the District Advisory Board for final approval.

 

The District Church Properties Board functions under the guidance of MANUAL, Church of the Nazarene

2017-2021; paragraphs 236-237.5.   Meetings are scheduled and announced in advance so that church can

submit requests in a timely manner. We realize everything does not always occur at convenient times;

special consideration is given in such circumstances.

 

During the course of this church year, requests to build, to borrow money, to refinance; to sell property and

to lease property came to the board. The Properties Board prayerfully, thoughtfully, and consistently

applied established guidelines in the consideration of and action toward each request. Approvals and

denials of these requests were the sum of the actions of the District Church Properties Board.

 

Dale Church of the Nazarene                            request to lease parsonage for rent             approved

Mackey Church of the Nazarene                      request to purchase property                        approved

Freedom Church of the Nazarene                   request to build                                                  approved

Oakland City Church of the Nazarene            request to build                                                 approved

The Point Church of the Nazarene                  request for a major remodel                          approved

Turning Point Church of the Nazarene          request to sell parsonage                                approved   

We recognize the desire of the local church to make decisions for their good and benefit; we consider the

denominational partnership and accountability shared by Churches of the Nazarene globally.   With this

structure and understanding, the District Properties Board works to serve the church, locally, district-wide,

and globally.

 

 Respectfully submitted,

District Church Properties Board Members 2019-2020:
Ordained Assigned Ministers: Ben Muncie, Ashley Nichols, Joshua Nichols, Darin Nossett, Mark Roberts, Patrick Shay
Lay Members: Steve Doerner, Doug Jones, Steve Ritter, Tim Scott
Secretary: Rev. Darin Nossett
Chairman: Dr. Tim Crump

District Church Properties Board Report

TIM CRUMP, 

Chairman

DARIN NOSSETT,

Secretary
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The District Program Committee has been charged with the responsibility of the issues in the Christian

Action, Christian Education, and Church Growth reports. With responsibility to this task, we address;

 

a. Christian Action

We recommend:

 

1.       That our pastors and church leaders inform their churches concerning the stand of the Church of the

Nazarene on the subject of present day moral and social issues as stated in the Covenant of Christian

Character (MANUAL, Church of the Nazarene, 2017-2021, Paragraphs 21-21.3) and the Covenant of Christian

Conduct (MANUAL, Church of the Nazarene, 2017–2021, Paragraphs 28-35). 

 

2.     That we remind the pastor of her or his obligation to the congregation as stated in MANUAL, Church of

the Nazarene, 2017-2021, Paragraphs 514-522.

 

3.     That we reaffirm the Biblical view that the family is central to healthy children, relationships, churches,

communities and societies. That every child needs and deserves their mother and father loving each other

and loving them for their entire lives. That any sexual immorality, as stated in MANUAL Church of the

Nazarene, Paragraph 31, attacks the family integrity and destroys people, families and societies.

 

4.       That we stand against the legalization and practice of gambling, including such forms as the lottery,

paremutuel betting, casino and riverboat gambling, knowing that it preys on the poor in society with false

hope of riches.

 

5.      That we stand against the production and consumption of alcoholic beverages, tobacco products and

other drugs used for self-fulfillment, knowing that it increases neglect, abuse, injury and death of the

innocent, and is a destructive substitute for fulfillment in Christ.  

 

6.       That we call our people to discipline themselves in the areas of what they read, view and hear. Let us

use the instruction of Susannah Wesley to her son, John; namely, "Whatever weakens your reason, impairs

the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off the relish of spiritual things,

whatever increases the authority of the body over the mind, that thing for you is sin."

 

7.    That we uphold voluntary prayer and Bible reading in public schools. We affirm our support of students

and faculty who endeavor to maintain a public witness for Jesus Christ in the educational institutions.

 

8.       That we support the MANUAL, Church of the Nazarene, 2017-2021 statement (Paragraphs 30-30.1)

on abortion and oppose the use of public funds to provide for abortion. Since life is God-given and

sacred, we also take a stand against euthanasia.

 

9.       We encourage our people to engage in civil affairs and to be in community service organizations in

order that the principles of Christian ethics and morality be represented. We further urge our people to

participate in the electoral processes and consider running for public office. 

Program Committee Report
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b. Christian Education

We recommend:

 

1.     That we promote a life of regular Bible reading, prayer and listening to God in our homes where

Christian education begins. We encourage our churches to support programs such as Bible quizzing that

promotes a regular study of the scripture in the home.  

 

2.    That each church receive an offering for the Nazarene Bible College and the Nazarene Theological

Seminary. All churches on the Southwest Indiana District are expected to support Olivet Nazarene

University. We encourage our church boards to work with Nazarene employees of companies with

matching fund programs to maximize the financial support of Olivet Nazarene University.

 

3.    That our churches emphasize the importance of Christian education on the local level by providing

discipleship classes for all ages. That our churches offer other small group Bible learning and support

groups that reach outside the walls of the church. We urge all churches to conduct a Vacation Bible

School or Children's Crusade. We encourage the use of the online “Discipleship Place”

(http://www.thediscipleshipplace.org) training by the General Church SDMI. We also urge the use of

Nazarene literature in all Christian Education in order that the tenets of our faith and the doctrines of the

Church of the Nazarene are accurately presented and taught to all ages in the church. 

 

4.      That each church promote attendance at district SDMI training opportunities to provide the best

possible education in our churches. 

 

5.      That our churches support Olivet Nazarene University, which is our regional university, with our

finances, prayers and participation.  We especially urge churches to support those with a call to full time

ministry as they attend Nazarene institutions.

c.  Church Growth

 

We recommend:

 

1.     That every church support the district and general (WEF) budgets in full, because collectively we can

accomplish more for Christ and His Kingdom.

 

2.         That every year, the pastor and the church board shall conduct a planning session to renew the

expectations and goals of the church and the pastor as per required by MANUAL, Church of the Nazarene,

2017-2021, paragraph.

 

3.     That each local church reach outside the walls to begin new ministries and reach those that are not

coming through the doors of the church.

 

4.         That each church consider supporting broader outreach ministries such as a church plant, Parent

Affiliated Congregation (PAC), or Compassionate Ministry Center. 

 

5.         That each local church conduct revivals, mission area gatherings, and participate in other church

renewal and energization activities.  We recommend the use of Nazarene evangelists in these meetings.

 

6.         That each local church strive, each year, to achieve the new Nazarene goal based on the active

membership at the last assembly year.

 

Respectfully submitted,

TIMOTHY W. CRUMP, 

Chairman

TIM SCOTT,

Secretary
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In Memory of Deceased Members

BLOOMINGTON FIRST

James Algood

Wauneta Bookwalter

Herbert Ferree

Maxine Jones

Mary Jane Rader

BOONVILLE

Rev. Robert Buchanan

Wanda McGuinn

BRAZIL

Margaret Brown

Beverly Hewitt

Harry Wells

BROWNSTOWN

Barbara Boner

Reva Jackson

Christine Oathout

CHANDLER

Sam Cooper

CLARKSVILLE

PARKWOOD

Patricia Parker

Doris Snodgrass

COLUMBUS FIRST

Tim Carmen

Bob Hill

Deloris Pattinghill

CORY COMMUNITY

Wilma Lockman

Larry Reece

Erma Tryon

CROSSROADS

COMMUNITY

Rev. Harold Dockery

EVANSVILLE GRACE

Billy Welden

GRANDVIEW

M. Jean Sebree

GREENCASTLE

Gloria Gould

Eric York

HALEYSBURG

Cheryle Underwood

HEARTLAND

Elizabeth Fischer

JORDAN

Dallas Scamihorn

KURTZ

Joseph Bond

NASHVILLE PARKVIEW 

Gerald Miller

NEW ALBANY CHRIST'S

COMMUNITY

Patsy Baylor

Bill Carpenter

Bob Kinder

Dale Martin

Jean Sheckell

Lowell Young

Mary Kay Young

NEWBURGH NEW LIFE

Laura Kerstein

OAKLAND CITY

Stacy Holmes

Betty Mason

Jimmie L. Nossett

ODON

Robert Myers

ORLEANS

Maurice Howe

Ruby Phipps

PETERSBURG

Bill Brothers

Wayne Harvey

Jerri Myers

Gaylord Parker

Robert Strain

Connie Sturegon

Morris Woolsey

POINT TOWNSHIP

Debbie Bebout

Marge Cox

Therman Elliott

RESTORATION

Iris Hubbard

Margaret Martin

Donald E. McBride

ROCKPORT

Tommy Pounds

SALEM

Betty Pankey

Jesse Powell

SHOALS

David Buskirk

Grady Key

Charles Tharp

Shirley Tod

SPENCER FIRST

Virgil E. Ford

SPRINGS VALLEY

Harold Combs

William Perkins

TELL CITY

Doretta Mullis

TERRE HAUTE FIRST

Rosalee Newby

THE POINT

Edgar Baker

Russ Brummett

Paul Caplinger

Darlene Martin

Jackie Meadows

Lorene Myers

UNION CHAPEL

Anna Sinders

VALLEY MISSION

Herschel Deckard

Jack Kirkman
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District
Highlights

Board of Ministry
Children's Bible Quizzing
Compassion & Hope House
Christmas Dinner
District Assembly 2019
Drive-In Services
EQUIP  Training Day
Golf Scramble
Ministers/ Mates Retreat
Newly Retired Ministers
New SWID Pastors
Online Services
Teen Bible Quizzing
Youth Lock-In

A Year In Review
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Board of Ministry
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Children's Quizzing
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Compassion & Hope House
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Christmas Dinner
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District Assembly 2019
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Drive-In Services
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EQUIP Distict Training Day
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Golf Scramble
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Ministers & Mates Retreat
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Newly Retired Ministers Congratulations

O N  Y O U R

R E T I R E M E N T

G O D  B L E S S  Y O U

R E V .  W I L L I A M  &

N O R M A  C O V E Y

F a i t h  C o m m u n i t y

43 years  in  ministry

R E V .  T R O Y  &  A N G I E  D E K E M P E R

P o i n t  T o w n s h i p
20 years  in  ministry

D R .  J A M E S  &  M A R I L Y N  H I C K S

B l o o m i n g t o n  F i r s t
47 years  in  ministry

R E V .  B O B  &  J A N E  M U N C I E

G r e e n c a s t l e
40 years  in  ministry
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Rev. Darrell Sellers I I

Washington
9/2019

Revs. John & Melony

Paulus

Valley Mission
11/2019

Rev. Travis Stamper

Vincennes First
12/2019

Rev. Joseph Decker

Winslow
1/2020

Rev. Bryan Thompson

Point Township
2/2020

New SWID Pastors
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Rev. Bryan Holzappel

Fort Branch
2/2020

Rev. Steve Hamilton

Petersburg
5/2020

Rev. Tim Hullett

Clarksville Parkwood
7/2020
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Online Services
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Teen Bible Quizzing
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Youth Lock-In
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