
and Its Place in 
Your Church



ØRecovery Ministry is ministry that 
takes individuals with drug and 
alcohol addictions and guides them 
to salvation and rehabilitation.

ØMentoring, Education, Celebrate 
Recovery, Support Group Meetings, a 
Supportive Pastor, and Church 
Family are essential to success! 



ØRecovery Ministry is essential for 
Salvation of Souls.

ØRecovery Ministry is essential for 
Reconciliation of Families.

ØRecovery Ministry is essential for 
reconciliation for individuals in 
society.



ØThe history of The Way of Rockport, 
our Recovery Ministry, birthed at the 
Spencer County Jail.

ØBible Study is held in each cell block 
by volunteers in the community and 
by individuals in support of The Way.  
Attendance is voluntary.



ØStaff/Volunteers share their faith to 
inmates.

ØPrayer is offered to those 
incarcerated.

ØCounseling is offered by Christian 
individuals and licensed counselors, 
when available.



ØThe Spencer County Court system 
works closely with Community 
Corrections to devise a plan for 
those incarcerated for drug/alcohol 
abuse.

ØCandidates are screened and apply 
to enter The Way.



Ø“I am the way, the Truth 
and the Life.  No one 
comes to the Father 
except through Me!”

~John 
14:6



ØBefore becoming Appointed Pastor at 
the Rockport Church of the Nazarene 
I was, and am currently, the 
Executive Director at The Way.

ØBeing in this position affords me the 
opportunities to work right with the 
court system.



ØOffenders enroll in Celebrate 
Recovery.

ØClasses are taught by volunteers and 
ex-offenders who have successfully 
completed the program.

ØCelebrate Recovery is a 12-step 
program, much like Alcoholics 
Anonymous, but is Christian based.



ØOur church has become the “Hub” of 
The Way of Rockport.

ØClasses are held at our church 3 days 
a week.

ØParticipants are expected to attend 
church every time the doors are 
opened.  (Unless working)



ØWhen people ask about the Rockport 
Church of the Nazarene, I tell them 
we have a diverse congregation…    
½ of the congregants are offenders, 
and the other ½ loves them anyway!

“A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another.” 

~John 13: 
34



ØEveryone in the church is in 
“Recovery!”  

“For we have all sinned, 
and come short of the 
glory of God.”

~Romans 3: 



ØOffenders/Ex-Offenders participate 
in Sunday School.

ØThese men collect the offering.

ØThese men count attendees.

ØThese men invite men/women 
struggling with demons to Celebrate 
Recovery classes.



ØMen that are “Handy Men” work on 
maintenance of the church and 
parsonage.

ØThese men are lifting their voices in 
song– some even sing specials!

ØAfter successful completion of the 
program, these men are teaching 
Sunday School classes.



ØThese men are gathering in 
prayer circles before each 
service.

ØThese men are reading their 
Bibles searching for God.

ØThese men give testimony and 
praise to our Lord and Savior!



ØYou never know how 
STRONG you are… 
Until being STRONG is 
the ONLY CHOICE you 
have!



Ø Sermon 1 Segment: Ron Turner, Youth Director



Ø Sermon 2 Segment: Steve Garrett, Singer



Ø Sermon 3 Segment: Bobby Burden



ØThe KEY is to get these men and 
women involved.

ØEx-offenders need to know although 
they have made huge mistakes, the 
Church loves them and cares for 
them…regardless.

ØLove and prayers from God’s people 
is the KEY.



ØLove- Those recovering from addictions 
need to know they are loved!  We must 
remember their sin is no greater that 
yours or mine.

ØGodly Guidance- Get into God’s 
Word

ØEncouragement- Mentor
ØActive in God’s Work



Jesus answered them, "It 
is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the 
sick.                         Luke 5: 
31



I wish I could stand before you and tell 
you we have had 100% with our 
Outreach program.  We have not, but 
we continue to persevere for the 
Glory of God!  



And let us not grow 
weary of doing good, for 
in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give 
up.  Galatians 6:9



Ø“If hurting, rejected people can find 
loving refuge, comfort, and 
forgiveness in Jesus, they should 
expect no less from the church.”

ØPicture Heaven- Filled with different 
kinds of people all redeemed 
sinners, all bound together by the 
Love of Jesus!


